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W. N. SNELLINGS WINS FIRST HONORARY LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP FOR BEST NCS EXHIBIT OF 1965 

W. N. Snellings of Savoy, Illinois, who together with his wife, 
Violet Snellings, designed and built an exceptionally fine exhibit 


of NCS material, has been 
awarded NCS’s first honorary 
life membership for the “Best 
NCS Exhibit of 1965” along 
with the $250.00 quarterly cash 
prize for the best NCS exhibit 
presented during the last quarter 
of 1965. Mr. Snellings’ member¬ 
ship (No. 0920) has thus been 
converted to lifetime paid-up 
status. 

The Snellings exhibit was first 
exhibited at the Champaign-Ur- 
bana, Illinois First Annual Coin 
Show on October 2 and 3, where 
it was awarded the “Best of 
Show” trophy. It was later also 
exhibited at the Seventh Annual 
Heart of America Coin Show, 
where it won the Second Place 
Award in the Category of Medals 
and Decorations, and at the 
Evansville, Indiana Eighth An¬ 
nual Coin Show, where it won 
the First Place Award in the 
Category of Gold, Proofs and 
Commemoratives. 

The first quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1966 is now 
underway. Entries must be ex¬ 
hibited some time between Janu- 
ary 1 and March 31, 1966. A 


$250.00 cash award will be given 
for the best NCS exhibit pre¬ 
sented during this period, and 
three additional awards of 
$250.00 each will be made for 
the best NCS exhibit presented 
during each of the three subse¬ 
quent quarters of 1966. Then, 
a year from now, an Honorary 
Life Membership will be awarded 
for the exhibit judged “Best of 
1966.” For the complete rules, 
interested members should refer 
to the NCS Newsletter dated 
July. 1965. 

NEXT PLATINUM PROOF 
TO BE AUCTIONED AT 
SOUTHERN CALIF. CONVENTION 

Word has been received from 
the American Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation that Platinum Proof No. 1 
of the 9th NCS commemorative, 
the Iwo Jima Coin-Medal, will be 
auctioned off at the coin auction 
of the Numismatic Association 
of Southern California, to be 
held in the Statler-Hilton Hotel 
in Los Angeles, Calif, from Feb¬ 
ruary 17 to 20, 1966. This was 
the 8th platinum proof donated 






by NCS to the ANA for the 
benefit of the ANA’s National 
Home & Headquarters Fund. 
The other 7 NCS platinum proofs 
auctioned off by the ANA have 
brought the grand total of 
$15,175.00, making NCS by far 
the largest contributor to the 
establishment of a national home 
and headquarters for the Ameri¬ 
can Numismatic Association. 

PONY EXPRESS 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR COMMEMORATION 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the Pony Express has been se¬ 
lected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 22nd NCS com¬ 
memorative coin-medal, which is 
scheduled to be issued in May. 
The final, count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to the Pony Express.1,286 


A Commemorative Tribute 

to Thomas Jefferson . 771 

A Commemorative of the 

Discovery of America . 782 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to Franklin D. Roosevelt . 496 

As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nomi¬ 
nated by a large number of 
members during last September’s 
marathon nomination campaign, 
are: 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to Alexander Graham Bell 
A Commemorative of 
Custer’s Last Stand 
The current ballot is for the 
23rd NCS commemorative coin¬ 
medal, which is scheduled to be 
issued in June. This ballot must 
be received at NCS headquarters 
by February 14 to be counted. 



NCS NEWSLETTER • JANUARY 1966 







IN THE MAILBAG 


FROM MANILA WITH LOVE 

As the only member in the 
Philippines and one of the two 
outside of the U.S.A. and Can¬ 
ada, I feel highly privileged and 
consider myself fortunate to 
be a member of this worthy 
organization. 

Dr. Pablo I. DeJesus (4784) 
Treasurer and Senior V.P. 

Prudential Bank & Trust Co. 
t Manila, Philippines 

A WORD TO THE WISE 

I write this letter with a great 
deal of regret, and hope that the 
telling of what has happened to 
me may save someone else the 
trouble and grief I have expe¬ 
rienced. I made the mistake of 
leaving home without securing 
my NCS collection for several 
days during the Christmas holi¬ 
days, in the belief that surely 
no one would break in during 
this period. When I returned 
home, mud tracks from a window 
to the closet, where I had habitu¬ 
ally kept my NCS collection, told 
a different story. Only four of 
the proofs were missing. It was 
plain that the theft was not by a 
professional, or even by an adult. 


Investigators got fingerprints 
md our prime suspect—an eleven- 
year-old juvenile who lives up 
the street — was proven guilty. 
The proofs were recovered, but 
each had been removed from its 
coin holder and the finishes badly 
marred. What a gruesome sight! 

Still left, however, is the 
pleasure with which I look for¬ 
ward to receiving each new com¬ 
memorative and anticipation in 
the choice of new subjects to 
vote on. 

Sgt. Orion R. Hingst (4384 
Vista, Calif. 

DOUBLE THE PLEASURE 

My enthusiasm has been stead¬ 
ily increasing ever since I received 
my first NCS proof. Now I 
would like to purchase another 
membership. 

In my opinion, the best and 
most beautiful way to display 
the proofs is to have two of each 
issue. This enables one to display 
both sides at the same time. This 
also enables one to lock up the 
proofs while they are on display 
and one can see both sides at the 
same time without handling them. 
This is very important because 
of the many dishonest persons 
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who prefer to steal coins rather 
than acquire them legitimately. 

I feel the society should be 
commended on its excellent selec¬ 
tion of sculptors. These sculptors 
have shown true genius. 

Michael T. Silliman (1458) 
Burlington, Vt. 

A DISSENTING VIEW 

With the arrival of the Paul 
Revere coin-medal I take new 
hope. 

This is the first one with some 
semblance of artistic achievement. 
The others have been as undis¬ 
tinguished, and adolescent, and 
immature in layout and design— 
on at least one side—as the work 
of high school kids. 

This coin-medal approaches the 
artistic quality of some of the 
better European medals. 

Clyde Bedell (2865) 
Los Altos Hills, Calif. 

MOVE OVER, CHRISTOPHER 

Regardless of how the voting 
goes, I think it would be inap¬ 
propriate to have “The Discovery 
of America—1492” as a subject, 
in the light of recently published 
findings regarding Leif Ericsson. 

R. W. Saunders (1861) 
Seattle, Wash. 

• As a result of several com¬ 
ments like the above, the Board 
has decided that both Christopher 
Columbus and Leif Ericsson will 
be featured on this coin-medal if 
the subject is selected by NCS 
members. 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 19 — February, 1966 
Thomas A. Edison 
Sculptor—Warner Williams 
No. 20 — March, 1966 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
Sculptor—Elizabeth Jones 
No. 21 — April, 1966 
Battle of the Alamo 
Sculptor—Adolph Block 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these at any time, please 
immediately communicate with 
NCS: 

Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0878 4th, 5th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 
4591 11th 

5102 1st, 10th 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 

The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs 
now stands at 38: 

Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bill’s Coin & Stamp Mart, P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 
J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge, La. 

Brown’s Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland, N. J. 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 
Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 

Cheatham Coin Shop, 639 Kress Bldg., Houston 2, Texas 
Coins & Components, Brookwood Plaza, Valdosta, Ga. 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
Consumers Service Coin Exch., 715 - 9th Ave., N., Texas City, Texas 
Jay’s Coins, 412 S. Brobst St., Shillington, Pa. 

Jeff Cooper, 16652 Rayen St., Sepulveda, Calif. 91343 
Joseph E. Copelin, 3887 Short St., Shadyside, Ohio 43947 
Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 

D & L Coins, P. O. Box 97, San Perlito, Texas 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St., Pratt, Kansas 

Fields Coins, 2818 N. Piedras, El Paso, Texas 

Fireside Coins, Box 4065, Benson Station, Omaha, Nebr. 68104 

Ft. Hayes Coin Shop, Lamer Hotel Bldg., Hays, Kansas 67601 

The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetree Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 

Lee Hudgins, 263 N. Chicago St., Joliet, 111. 

B. M. Jafferson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
Liberty Coin Co., 445 Niagara St., Denver, Colo. 80220 
Douglas Lightner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 
Midas Coin Center, 4750 Touhy Ave., Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 
Modern Hobbies, Box 347, Hapeville, Ga. 

Rankin’s Coins & Stamps, 1310 - 20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 
G. & E. Rogers, Philyer Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 

R. J. Ross, 120 S. Main St., Walton, Ky. 

Sadler’s Coin Exchange, 11118 Prairie Ave., Inglewood, Calif. 

John Spero, 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park, 111. 

The Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St.. Manchester, N. H. 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Steve’s Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St., Lowell, Mass. 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252, Raymondville, Texas 78580 
Wim’s Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa, Canada 
At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $160 
to $400, and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $800. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $225 to 
$400. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
upon up-to-date and accurate market information. 
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Evangelos Frudakis 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Gemini Space Flights 
Coin-Medal 

Evangelos W. Frudakis was 
born May 13, 1921, in Rains, 
Utah. He studied at the Green¬ 
wich Work Shop, New York City, 
from 1935 to 1939; the Beaux 
Arts Institute Qf Design, New 
York City, from 1940 to 1941; 
the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts, Philadelphia, Pa.; and 
the American Academy in Rome, 
Italy, from 1950 to 1952. He is 
married to the former Virginia 
L. Parker, and they live with 
their two children in Philadelphia. 

An instructor for many years, 
Mr. Frudakis also lectures and 
gives sculpture demonstrations. 
He is a National Academician, a 
Fellow of the National Sculpture 
Society and of the American 
Academy in Rome, Italy. 



His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Sculpture : Fishing Bear, Stone 
Marble, John Frederich Lewis, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Primavera, 
Bronze, Bertram Lippincott, Phil¬ 
adelphia, Pa.; John F. Kennedy 
Portrait Memorial, Convention 
Hall, “Kennedy Plaza,” Atlantic 
City, N. J.; Little Rock Library 
Fountain, “Icarus and Daedalus,” 
Little Rock, Ark. (National Com¬ 
petition); Portraits of Senator 
Frank S. Farley, Atlantic City, 
N. J.; Stuart F. Louchheim, Phil¬ 
adelphia, Pa., and William Sylk, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Other Works-. Plaques of Sir 
Albert Howard, Rodale Co., 
1949; William Hale Church, Du¬ 
pont, 1959; Harvey Klaer, D.D., 
Olney Presbyterian Church, Phil¬ 
adelphia, Pa., 1959; Eddystone 
Power Station, Philadelphia Elec¬ 
tric Co., Pa., 1960; and the B. L. 
England Station, Atlantic City 
Electric Co., N. J.. 1962. 

Exhibitions: Sculptors Guild, 
New York; Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of the Fine Arts Annuals, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; National Acad¬ 
emy of Design Annuals, New 
York City; American Academy 
in Rome, Italy. 

Awards: Two First Prizes, 
Beaux Art Institute, New York 
City, 1941; Special Citation of 
Achievement, Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine arts, 1948; Sculpture 
House Award, Allied Artists of 
America, New York, 1959; John 
Gregory Award, National Sculp¬ 
ture Society, New York, 1963. 
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THE GEMINI SPACE FLIGHTS COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Evangelos Frudakis 

18th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY-STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


“Somewhere over the rainbow,” 
at a meaty distance of 238,857 
miles from the earth’s center, is 
the moon. Long the symbol of 
man’s spirit of adventure, the 
subject of folk lore and scientific 
investigation, this celestial body 
is slated to be man’s first stop in 
his progress through space. Under 
Project Gemini the efforts of 
scientists, doctors, technicians, as¬ 
tronauts, and other Americans 
have combined to bring the dream 
of reaching the moon ever closer 
to realization. 

Project Gemini is the second 
series of manned space flights 
carried out by NASA, in its 
plans to put an American on the 
moon. A sequel to the Mercury 
single-man flights, the Gemini 
program encompasses a succes¬ 


sion of two-man space ventures. 
Following the successful testing 
of two unmanned Gemnni cap¬ 
sules, the first U. S. space twins 
were launched into space on 
March 23, 1965. 

All of the Gemini flights have 
blasted-off from Pad 19 at Cape 
Kennedy, Florida. The craft have 
been launched by powerful 2- 
stage Titan 2 booster rockets. 
Flight control for the Gemini 4 
and subsequent Gemini trips has 
been handled by the Mission 
Control at the Manned Space¬ 
craft Center in Houston, Texas. 
Here the flight director gives 
orders to the astronauts hundreds 
of miles up in space, while a 
myriad of electronic miracles 
keeps tab on the details of the 
mission and condition of the 
astronauts. 
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The goals of Project Gemini 
are many. Space ships heavier 
than any predecessors have been 
sent into space and maneuvered 
through the skies in preparation 
for the still heavier Apollo craft 
that are scheduled to make the 
moon voyage. The physical and 
psychological effects of long 
periods of weightlessness and of 
existence in cramped quarters 
are studied to shed light on the 
problems of even longer missions 
which will follow. Various foods 
have been tried, isometric exer¬ 
cises prescribed, and medical 
studies carried out — all with 
the aim of learning enough to 
send men to the moon. 

The first spectacular achieve¬ 
ment ot the Gemini program was 
the twenty-minute walk in space 
by Major Edward Higgins White. 
On the third orbit of the four- 
day Gemini 4 mission, June 3, 
i965. Major White left his cap¬ 
sule via an overhead hatch. Tied 
to Gemini 4 by a 25-foot life 
line which supplied his oxygen 
and communications, White pro¬ 
pelled himself through the grav¬ 
ity-less atmosphere by means of 
a small oxygen-jet propulsion 
gun. He circled the craft, posing 
before its front window for 
photographs before pulling him¬ 
self back in. This was the first 
time any man had controlled his 
own maneuvers while out in 
space. White’s venture into the 
open skies points to the day when 
space travellers can leave their 


vehicles to work, or to transfer 
to another spacecraft. 

The second spectacular achieve¬ 
ment of the Gemini program was 
the rendezvous of two ships in 
space. This was accomplished on 
December 15, 1965, when astro¬ 
nauts Walter Shirra, Jr. and 
Thomas P. Stafford maneuvered 
their Gemini 6 spacecraft to 
within a few feet of James A. 
Lovell, Jr. and Frank Borman, 
whose Gemini 7 spacecraft was 
streaking through the heavens at 
better than 15,000 miles per hour. 
The successful completion and 
repetition of such maneuvers are 
essential before man can under¬ 
take the final push toward the 
moon. 

Ever since President John F. 
Kennedy stated that Americans 
would walk on the moon in this 
decade, monumental strides have 
been made toward doing just 
this. With each Gemini flight 
vital new information is gathered, 
new records for space endurance 
and capsule weight and maneu¬ 
verability are set. Despite minor 
problems and set-backs, Ameri¬ 
cans are proceeding toward the 
moon at a phenomenal pace, and 
previously earthbound creatures 
are watching a real-life science 
fiction epic unfold. Man is al¬ 
ready over the rainbow, and 
soon he may be able to reach out 
and touch the mysteries of the 
moon. For this we must thank 
the dedication, the heroism, and 
the vision of the men involved 
in Project Gemini. 
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Volume 2 - Number 9 


February, 1966 


NCS MEMBERS TO RECEIVE NEW 
COLLECTOR'S CASES AT NO CHARGE 


A very attractive, new collector’s 
five consecutive NCS coin-medals, 
and together with their name¬ 
plates. This new case, which is 
transparent all around so both 
sides of each coin-medal may be 
seen without even opening the 
case, will be sent free to each 
NCS member every fifth month, 
beginning in April. It is just 
about half the size of the deluxe 
collector’s chest, and much thin¬ 
ner — an excellent size for han¬ 
dling, for displaying and for 
storing in safe deposit boxes. 
Thus, those members who do 
not wish to buy a new deluxe 
collector’s chest for every ten 
NCS proofs will no longer have 
to do so. Each member will now 
receive a free case to hold every 
five proofs. However, the deluxe 
collector’s chests will still be 
available to those members who 
want to continue housing their 
NCS proofs in the most deluxe 
setting. 

BINDERS FOR NEWSLETTERS 
ALSO IN THE WORKS 

A compact little binder to 
hold every ten issues of the NCS 


case has been designed to hold 
in their individual coin holders 


Newsletter has been ordered, 
and three of these binders will be 
supplied free to each NCS mem¬ 
ber in April — one to hold the 
first ten NCS Newsletters, one 
to hold the second ten NCS 
Newsletters and one to hold 
the next ten NCS Newsletters. 
From that point on, a new binder 
will be sent free with every tenth 
NCS Newsletter. 


ANOTHER MARATHON NOMINATION 
CAMPAIGN COMING UP 

Remember the marathon nom¬ 
ination campaign we had last 
September? Well, this is now 
going to be a semi-annual feature 
—and next month is the month. 
Along with next month’s ballot, 
we will include a nomination 
form and ask each member to 
list all subjects which he feels 
ought to be on future ballots. 
Those subjects with the largest 
number of nominations will then 
be put on the ballots of the 
succeeding six months. Start 
thinking! 





COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 20 — March, 1966 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
Sculptor—Elizabeth Jones 
No. 21 — April, 1966 
Pony Express 
Sculptor—Michael Lantz 
No. 22 — May, 1966 
Battle of the Alamo 
Sculptor—Laci deGerenday 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these at any time, please 
immediately communicate with 
NCS: 

Membership No. Proofs 
odl2 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0476 14th, 15 th, 

17 th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0878 4th, 5th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 


4591 11th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

5102 1st, 10th 


DISCOVERY OF AMERICA 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 23rd COIN-MEDAL 

A Commemorative of the Dis¬ 
covery of America has been se¬ 
lected by NCS members to be the 
subject of the 23rd NCS com¬ 
memorative coin-medal, which 
is scheduled to be issued in June. 
The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative of the 
Discovery of America.... 1,319 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to Thomas Jefferson . 1.150 

A Commemorative of 
Custer’s Last Stand . 651 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to Alexander Graham Bell 451 

As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during last September’s 
marathon nomination campaign, 
are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Fighting Men 
in Vietnam 

A Commemorative of the 
Boston Tea Party 

The current ballot is for the 
24th NCS commemorative coin¬ 
medal, which is scheduled to be 
issued in July. This ballot must 
be received at NCS headquarters 
by March 10 to be counted. 
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THE MAILBAG 


PRO AND CON THE SUBJECTS 

For the second time, I find that 
I am at a loss to choose among 
the four subjects offered. All 
four are worthy of commemora¬ 
tion by NCS. 

I would like to propose that 
the ballot be given a fifth choice 
that would allow all four to be 
selected. If a majority would 
vote that all four should be com¬ 
memorated, this would take care 
of four months and would allow 
more time to select another su¬ 
perior list of subjects. 

Robert G. Simons (1438) 
Akron, Ohio 

In recent voting, I have been 
forced to choose among subjects 
that have no real interest and I 
agree with Lt. Col. R. B. Koos 
that more consideration be given 
to the subjects included on the 
ballots. 

Vernon Herndon (3299) 
Chicago, Ill. 

Lt. Col. R. B. Koos really got 
under my skin when he dis¬ 
counted the entire ballot of selec¬ 
tions, without recommending any 
that would be deemed worthy by 
himself. He’s getting too militant 
in his thinking. 


I think it is a mistake that the 
Society has not to date com¬ 
memorated any of the famous 
men of ancient history. This is 
a realm of great figures that 
could be quite artistically com¬ 
memorated on our coin-medals. 
At this time, I would like to sug¬ 
gest such well-known historical 
figures as: Julius Caesar, Hanni¬ 
bal, Socrates, Aristotle, Coperni¬ 
cus, Galileo, and many of the 
outstanding men of centuries 
other than the 18th, 19th and 
20th. But also, as Joseph J. 
Friese pointed out, we should 
not neglect to commemorate im¬ 
portant men of this era. I think 
the wider the scope of the sub¬ 
jects chosen the better the over¬ 
all collection becomes. 

Paul M. Thompson, Esq. (4193) 
Lafayette, Calif. 

I think we are jumping the 
gun by dropping two subjects 
from our ballot each month. I 
for one think we should have a 
coin-medal to commemorate each 
of this month’s subjects. Each 
month there is some mighty good 
material going over the dam. 

Pat Heckard (3314) 
Gainesville, Fla. 
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You should be able to come 
up with better subjects than 
those found in a kid’s history 
book. Give it a try! 

Name withheld 

I certainly would not go along 
with Mr. Richelo’s suggestion to 
consider only men who are dead 
more than 20 years. This would 
have eliminated Winston Church¬ 
ill, Albert Schweitzer and John 
F. Kennedy, plus many others 
who have been or will be con¬ 
sidered in the future. 

Mrs. Charles E. Utting (2813) 
Manchester, Conn. 


COMMENTS ON GEMINI 
COMMEMORATIVE 

I must take exception to that 
part of'the Gemini narrative con¬ 
cerning the space walk. There 
is no spot in the universe which 
is free from gravity (disregarding 
the anti-matter, anti-gravity the¬ 
ory). Any two objects, no matter 
how distant, exert a mutual at¬ 
tractive force directly propor¬ 
tional to the product of the 
masses and inversely propor¬ 
tional to the source of the dis¬ 
tance separating them. This 
force, known as gravity, is omni¬ 
present. Major White’s condition 
was that of the force due to 
Earth’s gravity being balanced 
by centrifugal and other small 
forces yielding a zero net force 
or weightless condition. 

C. Malcolm Mackenzie (3462) 

My Gemini coin-medal arrived 
today and I was well pleased 


with it. I believe that it, along 
with the Statue of Liberty coin¬ 
medal, represents supremacy in 
quality and workmanship. 

Roy O. Young (1858) 
Great Falls,Mont. 

The obverse of the Gemini 
coin-medal is simple and appro¬ 
priate. The reverse is beautiful, 
but inappropriate. 

Allow me to state some facts. 
The Gemini space flights are suc¬ 
cessful because of the dedication 
and courage of thousands of men 
and women, including scientists, 
engineers, technicians, and of 
course the astronauts. Also, Lt. 
Col. Alexei Leonov of the Soviet 
Union became the world’s first 
man to walk in space on March 
18, 1965. 

I do not want to belittle Major 
White or his space walk, but I 
do not think that it is fair to all 
of the others who are connected 
with Gemini that the Gemini 
Space Flights be commemorated 
by a singularly spectacular 
achievement. 

Daniel J. Minnick (3704) 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

Have just received my Gemini 
coin-medal and I must say that 
it was really worth waiting for. 
I must admit that when the sub¬ 
ject was chosen by a plurality 
of members I was a bit appre¬ 
hensive as to how the sculptor 
would treat the subject. However, 
Mr. Frudakis has created a truly 
beautiful coin-medal. 

Thomas Dee Root (1439) 
Hagerstown, Md. 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 

The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs 
now stands at 35: 

Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bill’s Coin & Stamp Mart, P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 
J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge, La. 

Brown’s Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland, N. J. 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 
Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 

Cheatham Coin Shop, 639 Kress Bldg., Houston 2, Texas 
Coins & Components, Brookwood Plaza, Valdosta, Ga. 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
Consumers Service Coin Exch., 715 - 9th Ave., N., Texas City, Texas 
Jay’s Coins, 412 S. Brobst St., Shillington, Pa. 

Jeff Cooper, 16652 Rayen St., Sepulveda, Calif. 91343 
Joseph E. Copelin, 3887 Short St., Shadyside, Ohio 43947 
Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St., Pratt, Kansas 
Fireside Coins, Box 4065, Benson Station, Omaha, Nebr. 68104 
Ft. Hayes Coin Shop, Lamer Hotel Bldg., Hays, Kansas 67601 
The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetree Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 

Lee,Hudgins, 263 N. Chicago St., Joliet, Ill. 

B. M. Jafferson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
Douglas Lightner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 
Midas Coin Center, 4750 Touhy Ave., Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 
Modern Hobbies, Box 347, Hapeville, Ga. 

Rankin’s Coins & Stamps, 1310 - 20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 
G. & E. Rogers, Philyer Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 

R. J. Ross, 120 S. Main St., Walton, Ky. 

Sadler’s Coin Exchange, 11118 Prairie Ave., Inglewood, Calif. 

John Spero, 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park, Ill. 

The Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St., Manchester, N. H. 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Steve’s Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St., Lowell, Mass. 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252, Raymondville, Texas 78580 
Wim’s Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa, Canada 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $150 
to $290, and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $450. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $230 to 
$320. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
upon up-to-date and accurate market information. 
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WARNER WILLIAMS 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Thomas Edison 
Coin-Medal 

Warner Williams was born 
April 23, 1903, in Henderson, 
Kentucky. His father was a 
dentist, and his mother, a hat 
designer. After graduating from 
Henderson High School in Ken¬ 
tucky, he studied at Berea Col¬ 
lege, Butler University, Herron 
Art Institute and Chicago Art 
Institute. Since 1941, he has been 
Artist in Residence at the Culver 
Military Academy. Mr. Williams 
is a member of the National 
Sculpture Society, Arts Club, 
Chicago Galleries Association, 
Chicago Artists Association and 
Hoosier Salon. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Medals: Bas-relief of St. 
Gaudens, Medallic Art Co., 1927; 
Cardinal Strich portrait medal, 
for his tomb, 1963; Archbishop 


O’Brien portrait medal, for his 
tomb, 1964; St. Vincent De Paul 
medallion, De Paul University, 
Chicago, an annual award; Indi¬ 
ana Sesquicentennial medal. State 
of Indiana, 1965. 

Sculpture: Mr. B. B. Culver 
and Mr. E. R. Culver memorial 
busts, Culver Educational Foun¬ 
dation; John James Audubon & 
Col. Richard Henderson, heroic 
size bust, Henderson, Ky. Sesqui¬ 
centennial; Thomas G. Masaryk, 
memorial bust, Chicago; Frank 
Butler bust, Butler Paper Co., 
Chicago. 

Other Works: Murals, Ceramic 
Bldg., Century of Progress, Chi¬ 
cago, 1933; Garden figure, Shaf¬ 
fer estate. Highland Park, Ill.; 
George Ade (Author), Alec 
Templeton (pianist), Felix Bor- 
owsky (musician); Stephen Fos¬ 
ter memorial, University of Pitts¬ 
burgh ; Maimonides memorial. 
Universities of Illinois and South 
Dakota, Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, and Beth-El Hospital, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Lincoln memo¬ 
rial, Mt. Hope Cemetery, Topeka, 
Kan.; Lucina Ball memorial, 
Ball State Teachers College, 
Muncie, Ind. 

Awards: Hickox Prize, 1921; 
Lucy Ball Prize, 1932, 1938; City 
of Chicago Prize, 1931; Rose¬ 
mary Ball Prize, 1933; Buck¬ 
ingham Prize, 1934; Studebaker 
Prize, 1935; Hickox Prize, 1936; 
North Shore Artists Prize, 1937; 
Daughters of Indiana Prize, 1939; 
Municipal Art League Prize, 
1941; Spaulding Prize, 1942; 
Indiana Sesquicentennial medal, 
1965. 
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THE THOMAS EDISON COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Warner Williams 

19th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Out of the vast and formless 
mass, our Lord created the world. 
And out of this world to en¬ 
hance God’s task, came Thomas 
Alva Edison. Among his great 
inventions was the revolutionary 
incandescent lamp that turned 
night into day. His phonograph 
pleased presidents, kings, the 
young, the old; even the Dalai 
Lama in far-off Tibet, who spoke 
sacred words into the strange 
box and heard it play back with 
amazement. Another important 
discovery, which opened up new 
avenues of entertainment for rich 
and poor alike, was the motion 
picture camera. The world has 
never been the same since the 
“Wizard of Menlo Park” pro¬ 
pelled civilization into a modern 
wonderland. 


Thomas Alva Edison, son of 
Samuel and Nancy Elliott Edison, 
was born February 11, 1847, in 
Milan, Ohio. Later his family 
moved to Port Huron, Michigan. 
A regular question box, young 
Tom was encouraged by his 
mother to read the classics. 
Tom’s limited formal education 
of three months proved no deter¬ 
rent, when as a twelve-year-old 
boy he convinced railroad offi¬ 
cials that he was old enough to 
sell newspapers on a train. In 
order to have more time for 
experimenting, Tom moved his 
laboratory supplies from his base¬ 
ment to a corner of the baggage 
car. One day the train lurched 
and a stick of phosphorus broke 
and burst into flames. The furi¬ 
ous train conductor extinguished 
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the fire, threw away the cherished 
supplies and boxed Tom soundly 
on the ears. The beating affected 
the boy’s hearing, eventually to 
the point of deafness. 

At 15, Tom worked as a tele¬ 
graph operator in various cities, 
always studying and experiment¬ 
ing in his spare time. The year 
1868 found him in Boston, the 
fastest telegraph operator em¬ 
ployed by Western Union. While 
there, he obtained a patent for 
his first invention — an electric 
vote recorder. Six months later, 
he sold his improved stock ticker 
for $40,000. 

In 1871, he proposed to Mary 
Stillwell in Morse code, and she 
accepted in Morse. They married 
and had three children. 

The young inventor was now 
making the “path to the Patent 
Office hot with his footsteps.” 
Most of the inventions dealt with 
telegraphy. In 1876, the first 
laboratory for organized research 
was established by the former 
train boy at Menlo Park. Within 
a year he had devised the micro¬ 
phone and the carbon telephone 
transmitter. Soon after, he built 
the first phonograph. But the 
“Wizard of Menlo Park” was to 
win everlasting fame with an 
even more astounding discovery 
— the electric light. Despite the 
skepticism surrounding him, Edi¬ 
son plunged into an exhaustive 
study and testing of electricity. 
Finally, in 1879, he produced an 
incandescent lamp that burned 
for 45 hours. His bottled sun¬ 


shine made glaring headlines. 
Riding on the back of electricity, 
the prolific inventor developed 
new dynamos, the first passenger 
electric railway, and the first 
commercial central power station 
in New York City. 

The man who went beyond 
human hopes, had little of his 
own the day his wife died in 
1884. Two years afterwards, the 
lonely widower married Mina 
Miller, becoming a father for 
the fourth, fifth and sixth time. 
Then followed an assortment of 
inventions; the motion picture 
camera, the storage battery, sub¬ 
stitutes for drugs and dyes, new- 
type explosives and safety de¬ 
vices. In the final count, his 
patents added up to 1,097. 

Honored many times over as 
the “Man of the Half Century,” 
Edison humbly accepted the 
presidency of the Naval Consult¬ 
ing Board and the 1928 Con¬ 
gressional Medal of Honor. At 
Dearborn, Michigan, Henry Ford 
built a replica of “Menlo Park.” 
The tribute touched Edison. He 
always felt it was the obligation 
of his generation to make life 
a little easier for the masses. 
His genius, he declared, was 
actually “one percent inspiration 
and ninety-nine percent perspira¬ 
tion.” On October 18, 1931, at 
the age of 84, the “greatest living 
American” whose efforts had cre¬ 
ated industries worth more than 
$15,000,000,000 and gave em¬ 
ployment to 2,000,000 workers, 
was laid to rest. 
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Volume 2 - Number 10 


tVERBROOK STATION SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 


March, 1966 

TIME FOR NOMINATIONS! 


A special NOMINATIONS form 
NCS Newsletter, which will now 
six months. 

Each member is asked to list 
on this form the subjects which 
he or she believes are worthy of 
commemoration by NCS. All of 
the resulting nominations will be 
tabulated, and the new subjects 
placed pn the next six months’ 
ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest number 
of NCS members. 

In the event some great Amer¬ 
ican passes away during the en¬ 
suing months, the Board may 
decide to put his name on the 
ballot as an additional choice. 

But the main choices will come 
from the results of this semi¬ 
annual marathon nomination 
campaign. 

DELUXE BOOK IN THE WORKS 

Work has begun on a magnifi¬ 
cent volume, which is due for 
publication in 1968. It will cover 
the history of NCS up through 
the 50th NCS commemorative 
coin-medal. Included will be 
pictures and biographies of the 
sculptors, historical articles on 
the subjects commemorated, pic¬ 
tures of the dies being made and 


is enclosed with this issue of the 
become a regular practice every 


proofs being struck, data on when 
the dies were destroyed for each 
issue, information on where the 
platinum proofs are on exhibit, 
pictures of the prize - winning 
quarterly displays, and a host 
of other information that will 
make this book a treasured pos¬ 
session. Present plans are to pre¬ 
sent one deluxe library edition 
of this book, suitably inscribed, 
to each member in good standing 
at the time the book is issued. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES APRIL 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is April 10. The 
quarterly prize of $250.00 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of January, 
February or March, 1966. It’s 
easy to win, and quarterly win¬ 
ners are eligible for the annual 
award of an Honorary Life 
Membership. 





11th 
1st, 2nd 
1st, 10th 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 21 — April, 1966 
Pony Express 
Sculptor—Michael Lantz 
No. 22 — May, 1966 
Battle of the Alamo 
Sculptor—Laci deGerenday 
No. 23 — June, 1966 
Discovery of America 
Sculptor—John Terken 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 

proofs. It is the same as last 

month’s list. If you come across 
any of these at any time, please 
immediately communicate with 
NCS: 

Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0476 14th, 15th, 

17th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0878 4th, 5th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 


4591 

4790 

5102 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 24th COIN-MEDAL 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Thomas Jefferson has been se¬ 
lected by NCS members to be the 
subject of the 24th NCS com¬ 
memorative coin - medal, which 
is scheduled to be issued in July. 
The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative Tribute 

to Thomas Jefferson . 1,570 

A Commemorative of 

Custer’s Last Stand . 790 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Fighting Men 

in Vietnam . 737 

A Commemorative of the 
Boston Tea Party . 415 


As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during last September’s 
marathon nomination campaign, 
are: 

A Commemorative Tribute 
to Theodore Roosevelt 
A Commemorative Tribute 
to Albert Einstein 

The current ballot is for the 
25th NCS commemorative coin¬ 
medal, which is scheduled to be 
issued in August. This ballot must 
be received at NCS headquarters 
by April 10 to be counted. 
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IN THE MAILBAG 


A CHALLENGE TO THE RUSSIANS 

With reference to member 
Daniel J. Minnick’s letter in the 
February 1966 Newsletter, Mr. 
Minnick states that Lt. Col. 
Alexei Leonov of the Soviet 
Union was the first man to walk 
in space on March 18, 1965. I 
will grant that this is what the 
public generally believes, because 
this is what they have been told. 

In an article in the January 
edition ol* the magazine Science 
& Mechanics, by Lloyd Malian, 
the Leonov “walk” is exposed as 
phony. Mr. Malian, over a four 
month period, interviewed vari¬ 
ous experts from the Kodak Re¬ 
search Laboratory, The Roches¬ 
ter Institute of Technology, Cape 
Kennedy, the Pentagon, National 
Aeronautics & Space Administra¬ 
tion’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, North American Air De¬ 
fense Command and many other 
relevant significant organizations 
as well as a photo-intelligence 
specialist formerly of Air Tech¬ 
nical Intelligence/Russian Mis¬ 
sile & Space Systems. Obviously, 
Mr. Malian was most thorough 
in his investigation. 

The most significant point 


raised by the experts in photog¬ 
raphy and optics was: The Rus¬ 
sian motion picture film of the 
space flight shows Leonov emerg¬ 
ing from the hatch of his space¬ 
craft. Since it was a head-on 
shot, the camera would have to 
be located out in space beyond 
the space ship. The Russians 
said Leonov fixed a camera on 
the space ship after he emerged 
and since the other pilot was in¬ 
side his own compartment in the 
spacecraft he could not have 
taken the picture. Therefore, the 
picture is indisputably phony 
since the camera angle was im¬ 
possible to achieve. 

Mr. Malian presents much, 
much more evidence in his ar¬ 
ticles. Anyone whose curiosity 
has been aroused should check 
this series of articles in Science 
& Mechanics magazine. 

Donald Thorson (1240) 
Chicago, Ill. 

IS THE MAJORITY WRONG? 

I don’t find fault with what is 
being selected — only with 
WHEN the subjects are being 
selected. There is no rhyme or 
reason for the selections, except 
in just a mighty few exceptions. 
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Think about it — wouldn’t it 
be so much better to have cate¬ 
gories of things, places, people 
and events at specific anniver¬ 
saries? And if you don’t believe 
it works, look at our commem¬ 
orative stamps issued each year. 
I say — put it up to the mem¬ 
bership! 

R. G. Provost (1058) 
Fayetteville, Tenn. 

IS IT WILL OR TOM? 

How in the world did Warner 
Williams sculpt Will Rogers on 
coin-medal #19 in place of 
Thomas Edison? 

Larry J. Murrell (2284) 
San Antonio, Texas 
• There is a resemblance, but it 
is Thomas Edison, not Will 
Rogers — as seen by Warner 
Willian vs. 

MEDAL OF HONOR SERIES 
SUGGESTED 

I suggest that we issue coin¬ 
medals to honor the “Medal of 
Honor” winners. Two medals a 
year could be issued in the month 
of the recipient’s birthday. A list 
could be made in order of the 
dates in which the “Medals of 
Honor” were issued. 

The money received from the 
sale of Platinum Proofs could 
be used as a college scholarship 
fund for a boy and a girl. They 
would be chosen by writing an 
essay on “why I am proud to be 
an American.” 

Jerry Simoneaux (2533) (4503) 
Rialto, Calif. 


ANOTHER MEMBER IN VIETNAM 

Although stationed in Vietnam 
and unable to see my NCS coin¬ 
medal each month, my wife 
sends me the Newsletter so that 
I can keep up on the Society and 
its current activities. Being away 
from the numismatic field in 
these remote jungle areas, I 
really look forward each month 
to this monthly bulletin and the 
fine NCS program. My coin¬ 
medals are safely locked in a 
safe deposit box and I expect 
many hours of pleasure later on 
this year pouring through them. 

I am a career soldier, proud 
to be an American and a part 
of the American forces in Viet¬ 
nam, and I feel really honored 
that the NCS is nominating a 
commemorative for us over here. 

I have to laugh when I read 
all the small arguments in the 
Mailbag over the ballots, designs, 
etc. I think each of the coin¬ 
medals are beautiful and that we 
should be honored by the famous 
sculptors working very hard to 
improve our collection. It seems 
a shame to constantly degrade 
their efforts each month. Keep 
up the fine work and I, for one, 
am behind the NCS program all 
the way. 

SFC Alan B. Carner (4176) 
RA 14 531 166 
HHC, 1st Infantry Division 
APO San Francisco 96345 
• Sergeant Corner’s address is 
given in case any members wish 
to write to him in Vietnam. 


NEWSLETTER • MARCH 1966 


CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs 
now stands at 35: 

Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bill’s Coin & Stamp Mart, P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 
J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge, La. 

Brown’s Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland, N. J. 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 
Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 

Cheatham Coin Shop, 134 N. Hutcheson, Houston, Texas 77003 
Coins & Components, Brookwood Plaza, Valdosta, Ga. 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
Consumers Service Coin Exch., 715 - 9th Ave., N., Texas City, Texas 
Jay’s Coins, 412 S. Brobst St., Shillington, Pa. 

Jeff Cooper, 16652 Rayen St., Sepulveda, Calif. 91343 
Joseph E. Copelin, 3887 Short St., Shadyside, Ohio 43947 
Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St., Pratt, Kansas 
Fireside Coins, Box 4065, Benson Station, Omaha, Nebr. 68104 
Ft. Hayes Coin Shop, Lamer Hotel Bldg., Hays, Kansas 67601 
The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetree Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 

Lee Hudgins, 263 N. Chicago St., Joliet, Ill. 

B^M. Jaft'erson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
Douglas Lightner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 
Midas Coin Center, 4750 Touhy Ave., Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 
Modern Hobbies, Box 347, Hapeville, Ga. 

Rankin’s Coins & Stamps, 1310 - 20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 
G. & E. Rogers, Philyer Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 

R. J. Ross, 120 S. Main St., Walton, Ky. 

Sadler’s Coin Exchange, 11118 Prairie Ave., Inglewood, Calif. 

John Spero, 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park. III. 

The Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St., Manchester, N. H. 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Steve’s Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St., Lowell, Mass. 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252, Raymondville, Texas 78580 
Wim’s Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa, Canada 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $150 
to $275, and asking prices were in the range of $275 to $450. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $200 to 
$300. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
upon up-to-date and accurate market information. 
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Holy 
i In 


Her principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals: In collabo¬ 
ration with Renato Signorini — 
Gold medal commemorating 
Pope Paul's pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, Napoleon medal, and 
Prince Borghese medal; Medals 
of Leda and the Swan, Wheat, 
Santa Maria in Trastevere, and 
Coat of Arms of the Duke of 
San Vito. 

Sculpture: Medallion portraits 
of Prince Francesco Aldobran- 
dini; Children of Ambassador 
and Mrs. Frederick Reinhardt; 
Princess Franca Faldini De Cur¬ 
tis; Prince Antonio De Curtis, 
Duke of Bisansio; Children of 
Count and Countess Biagio di 
Loreto; H. E. Roberto Carac- 
ciolo, Duke of San Vito; Fran¬ 
cesca Sernas; Mr. and Mrs. 
James G. Murray; Joan, Patricia, 
Pamela, Judith, and Mimi Mur¬ 
ray; Matthew Stone Robson; 
John Clark Anderson; Female 
Head; and Renato Signorini. 

Other Works: Madonna, Seated 
Figure I, Seated Figure II, Miss 
Christina Pharr, Flowers I, Flow¬ 
ers II, and Study of a Baby. 

Exhibitions: International Ex¬ 
hibitions, Rome, 1962, and Ma¬ 
drid, 1963; International Exhibi¬ 
tion, Rome, in celebration of the 
re-opening of the Second Ecu¬ 
menical Council; Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution, 1964; Tiffany and Com¬ 
pany Exhibitions, San Francisco, 
Sept. 1965, New York City, Oct. 
1965. and Houston, Nov. 1965; 
Collective Medal Shows, Paris, 
Nov. 1965, and Athens, 1966; 
Montclair Art Museum, Dec. - 
Jan., 1965-1966. 





ELIZABETH JONES 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Schweitzer Memorial 
Coin-Medal 

Elizabeth Jones, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Rhys Jones, was 
born May 31, 1935, in Montclair, 
N. J. She graduated from Kim¬ 
berly School in Montclair, and 
continued her studies at Vassar 
College, Art Students League, 
National Academy of Design, 
Academia dei Belle Arte in 
Rome, and Scuola dell’ Arte 
della Medaglia at the Mint of 
Italy. With Renato Signorini, she 
collaborated in the creation of 
a medal commemorating Pope 
Paul’s pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, and was received by the 
Pope at a private audience. In 
1964, Miss Jones was one of 
four judges representing foreign 
artists for the International Me- 
dallic Competition in Arezzo, 
Italy. 


Her principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals : In collabo¬ 
ration with Renato Signorini — 
Gold medal commemorating 
Pope Paul’s pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, Napoleon medal, and 
Prince Borghese medal; Medals 
of Leda and the Swan, Wheat, 
Santa Maria in Trastevere, and 
Coat of Arms of the Duke of 
San Vito. 

Sculpture-. Medallion portraits 
of Prince Francesco Aldobran- 
dini; Children of Ambassador 
and Mrs. Frederick Reinhardt; 
Princess Franca Faldini De Cur¬ 
tis; Prince Antonio De Curtis, 
Duke of Bisansio; Children of 
Count and Countess Biagio di 
Loreto; H. E. Roberto Carac- 
ciolo, Duke of San Vito; Fran¬ 
cesca Sernas; Mr. and Mrs. 
James G. Murray; Joan, Patricia, 
Pamela, Judith, and Mimi Mur¬ 
ray; Matthew Stone Robson; 
John Clark Anderson; Female 
Head; and Renato Signorini. 

Other Works: Madonna, Seated 
Figure I, Seated Figure II, Miss 
Christina Pharr, Flowers I, Flow¬ 
ers II, and Study of a Baby. 

Exhibitions: International Ex¬ 
hibitions, Rome, 1962, and Ma¬ 
drid, 1963; International Exhibi¬ 
tion, Rome, in celebration of the 
re-opening of the Second Ecu¬ 
menical Council; Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution, 1964; Tiffany and Com¬ 
pany Exhibitions, San Francisco, 
Sept. 1965, New York City, Oct. 
1965, and Houston, Nov. 1965; 
Collective Medal Shows, Paris, 
Nov. 1965, and Athens, 1966; 
Montclair Art Museum, Dec. - 
Jan., 1965-1966. 
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THE SCHWEITZER MEMORIAL COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Elizabeth Jones 

20th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY-STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer has 
often been called “the saint of 
our century.” Not only did he 
meet the tidal wave of human 
need with a hospital in Equatorial 
Africa, but he inspired others 
to follow in his footsteps as well. 
A Dutch girl, after turning to a 
medical career, braved the boil¬ 
ing temperatures of Africa to be¬ 
come Schweitzer’s chief surgeon. 
Later, she founded a similar 
hospital in Southern France. 
There was Tom Dooley and his 
famous floating hospital. In 
America, a manufacturer sold his 
business and built medical clinics 
in West Africa’s Cameroons. Dr. 
Schweitzer of Lambarene, who 
was also Doctor of Music, Phi¬ 
losophy and Theology, had 
proven to the world that man’s 


mercy to man was the true civili¬ 
zation, and that knowledge and 
power were only the means to 
the heart of the matter. 

Albert Schweitzer was born 
January 14, 1875, the eldest son 
of the Lutheran pastor of Kay- 
sersberg in Upper Alsace. A 
keen interest in history and 
natural science was stimulated 
at the universities of Strasbourg, 
Paris and Berlin. The studious 
pupil also took organ lessons 
from Charles Widor, who en¬ 
couraged him to write the now 
classic two-volume biography of 
“Bach.” In the meantime, his 
thesis on Kant gained him a 
doctorate of philosophy. At 
thirty years of age, Schweitzer 
resigned as Principal of the The- 
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ological College of St. Thomas 
in Strasbourg, and plunged into 
the study of medicine in order 
to qualify as a mission doctor. 
Along with his studies, he de¬ 
livered lectures, preached on 
Sundays, played at concerts, 
published “The Quest of the 
Historical Jesus,” and in 1912, 
married Helene Bresslau. 

His superhuman feat over, 
Schweitzer in 1913, offered to 
serve the Paris Missionary Soci¬ 
ety’s Station in French Equatorial 
Africa at his own expense. Re¬ 
inforced with funds, from friends, 
his books and concert tours, the 
doctor and his assistant-wife pre¬ 
pared for the trials of the tropics. 
They found the primitive forest 
dwellers^to be like children with 
whom nothing could be done 
without the use of authority. 
So the doctor coined the form¬ 
ula: “I am your brother it is 
true, but your elder brother.” 
At first, he struggled against dis¬ 
ease and death in a white-washed 
chicken coop, which he used for 
surgery. Four and a half ardu¬ 
ous years later, World War I 
was declared, and the Schweitzers 
were sent to Europe as German 
prisoners. At war’s end, they re¬ 
turned to their home in Guns- 
bach. On January 14, 1919, their 
daughter, Rhena, was born. 
Again Schweitzer wrote and 
toured Europe as lecturer and 
organist to raise money for his 
hospital. 

Early in 1925, he was back in 
Africa, working to exhaustion as 


a doctor in the mornings and a 
master builder in the afternoons. 
The clouds began to lift with the 
arrival of volunteers. As the 
hospital’s fame spread, so did its 
buildings. To visitors Schweitzer's 
spotless character and nobility 
of spirit outshone the unswept 
floors. When he went to Oslo 
to receive the 1952 Nobel Peace 
Prize, and bowed to the King, the 
latter said, “It is I who should 
bow to you.” 

In 1957, Schweitzer’s wife died 
and was buried in Lambarene. 
More tours, writing and funds 
followed; enough to run a 500- 
bed hospital. Shortly before his 
death on September 4, 1965, 
ninety-year-old Schweitzer, still 
the humanitarian, asked his 
daughter, Mrs. Rhena Eckert, to 
carry on. 

The powerful example of Al¬ 
bert Schweitzer has strengthened 
the moral fibre in modern man. 
By integrating religion with real¬ 
ity, he revealed an approach to 
logical living that gave hope not 
only to African natives, but to 
all humanity. He held everyone’s 
respect, because his reverence for 
life was contagious. When he 
was buried near his jungle hospi¬ 
tal on the banks of the Ogowe 
River, his followers were sad, 
yet serene in the knowledge that: 

He who lives for himself 

looks on from the side; But 

he who lives for others, 

has God as his guide. 
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FIRST QUARTERLY EXHIBIT CONTEST OF 1966 
WON BY BURZY W. PRICE OF BOISE, IDAHO 


An interesting, rotating display 
Price of Boise, Idaho, has won the 
of 1966 and the quarterly cash 
prize of $250.00. 

Mr. Price’s exhibit was dis¬ 
played at the Southern Idaho 
Coin Cfub in November and 
January, where it won a Blue 
Ribbon as the top award in the 
Medals & Tokens category and 
a Gold Ribbon as the Most 
Unique Display. 

The second quarterly NCS 
Exhibit Contest of 1966 is now 
underway. Entries must be ex¬ 
hibited some time between April 1 
and June 30, 1966. A $250.00 
cash award will be given for the 
best NCS exhibit presented dur¬ 
ing this period, and two addi¬ 
tional awards of $250.00 each 
will be made for the best NCS 
exhibit presented during each of 
the two subsequent quarters of 
1966. 

DELUXE COLLECTORS’ CHESTS 
STILL AVAILABLE 

The 21st NCS commemorative 
coin-medal is the first to be dis¬ 
tributed in the new compact 
5-cavity plastic case, at no charge. 
Every 5th NCS commemorative 


designed and built by Burzy W. 
first quarterly NCS Exhibit Contest 


from this point on will be dis¬ 
tributed in this case. 

The deluxe collector’s chests 
are still available for those NCS 
members who wish to keep their 
NCS proofs in an elegant sur¬ 
rounding. The price is the same 
as last year — $7.50 for the 
10-cavity chest, complete with 
outside brass nameplate. 

FORFEITED MEMBERSHIP 
RULES TIGHTENED UP 

The rules regarding the reas¬ 
signment of forfeited member¬ 
ships have been tightened up by 
our Board of Directors, so that 
the few forfeited memberships 
available each month can be 
distributed as equitably as pos¬ 
sible. 

Since only about 15 to 20 
memberships are forfeited each 
month, and the waiting list usu¬ 
ally has around 100 to 200 
names on it, the waiting period 
to pick up a forfeited member¬ 
ship has been running several 
months. 

The previous rule was that a 





member could pick up no more 
than one forfeited membership 
per year. This rule has been 
changed to: no more than one 
forfeited membership, period. In 
other words, each member has 
the right to get on the waiting list 
once, and only once. With sev¬ 
eral hundred members interested 
in acquiring additional member¬ 
ships, this is the only fair way 
to reassign forfeited member¬ 
ships. We have found that a few 
members got on the list more 
than once, and that only resulted 
in other members having to wait 
longer. 

Furthermore, forfeited mem¬ 
berships will henceforth be avail¬ 
able for reassignment only to 
members Vho wish to purchase 
an additional membership for 
themselves or for a member of 
their family. These memberships 
will no longer be available to 
dealers for resale. 


When a forfeited membership 
is reassigned, the new owner 
acquires the right to purchase 
the monthly proofs that have not 
yet been paid for by the previ¬ 
ous owner. The new owner is 
not, of course, entitled to the 
proofs that were paid for and 
received by the previous owner. 
But, in each case, the new owner 
will be given the name and 
address of the previous owner so 
that he can make an offer to 
obtain the earlier proofs if he 
wishes to complete the set. 

Each request for the acquisi¬ 
tion of a forfeited membership 
must be accompanied by a remit¬ 
tance of $26.40 to cover the cost 
of 4 successive monthly proofs. 
This covers the last proof, which 
was struck during the grace 
period, the current proof, and 
the next two proofs — thus 
bringing the account up-to-date. 
No membership fee is levied 
when a membership is reassigned. 
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THE MAILBAG 


ROOTING FOR THE BOYS 
IN VIETNAM 

I would like to make a com¬ 
ment on the proposed Com¬ 
memorative Tribute to our Amer¬ 
ican Fighting Men in Vietnam. 
With so much anti-this and anti- 
that going on all over the coun¬ 
try, I tliink it would be one of 
the biggest morale boosters our 
boys could get — that we think 
enough of their efforts to com¬ 
memorate them while the fighting 
is still going on. 

George H. Flattum (1890) 
Vallejo, California 

ONE STEP FURTHER 

Why single out the Vietnam 
servicemen? Why not a com¬ 
memorative honoring ALL the 
servicemen who have loyally 
served their country — or all 
those who have suffered perma¬ 
nent disability through this serv¬ 
ice. I had the privilege of being 
a Stage Door Canteen Hostess 
from 1942 to 1945 and I can’t 
forget the price these men, and 
the Korean War Vets also, have 
paid for our safety. 

Jim Morgan (4433) 
Silvis, Illinois 


POINT OF ORDER 

The Schweitzer Memorial Coin- 
Medal is a valued and appropri¬ 
ate addition to my set. However, 
I am not sure that the winged 
staff with the two coiled serpents, 
which appears on the reverse, is 
a correct selection. This is a 
staff of Hermes, and is sometimes 
used as the symbol of medicine. 
However, Hermes was not a 
physician. Legend indicates the 
snakes of Hermes had no medical 
significance; they were merely 
found fighting and were sepa¬ 
rated by his wand. 

The true symbol of medicine 
is the staff of Aesculapius, the 
Greek God of Medicine. This 
consists of a staff with a single 
serpent coiled about it. Legend 
interprets the staff as one of the 
many Greek symbols that indi¬ 
cated the life giving quality of 
the physician. Snakes became 
connected with Aesculapius be¬ 
cause of their wisdom, which 
represented prudence. Their skin 
shedding ability represented lon¬ 
gevity. Snakes symbolized con¬ 
valescence in their ability to 
change from lethargy to rapid 
action. 

J. H. Caricofe, M.D. (1770) 
Union Bridge, Md. 
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COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 22 — May, 1966 
Battle of the Alamo 
Sculptor—Laci deGerenday 
No. 23 — June, 1966 
Discovery of America 
Sculptor—John Terken 
No. 24 — July, 1966 
Thomas Jefferson 
Sculptor—Abram Belski 


LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these at any time, please 
immediately communicate with 
NCS: 


Membership No. Proofs 


001<2 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0382 14th 

0476 14th, 15th, 

17th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0878 4th, 5th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15 th 
4591 11th 


4790 1st, 2nd 

5102 1st, 10th 

CUSTER’S LAST STAND 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 25th COIN MEDAL 


A Commemorative of Custer’s 
Last Stand has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject 
of the 25th NCS commemorative 
coin-medal, which is scheduled 
to be issued in August. The final 
count of votes cast on last 
month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute 

to Albert Einstein . 759 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Fighting Men 


A C C uS e Sft e an° d f .. 


As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 





The current ballot is for the 
26th NCS commemorative coin¬ 
medal, which is scheduled to be 
issued in September. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by May 10 to be 
counted. 
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LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 



State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 


At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $175 
to $275, and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $600. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $200 to 
$340. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
upon up-to-date and accurate market information. 
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MICHAEL LANTZ 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Pony Express 
Coin-Medal 

Michael Lantz was born 
April 6, 1908, in New Rochelle, 
New York. He studied at Na¬ 
tional Academy of Design from 
1924 to 1926, Beaux Art Institute 
of Design from 1928 to 1931, 
and later with Lee Laurie. He is 
married to the former Reggie 
Tuschak, and resides in New 
Rochelle, New York. Mr. Lantz, 
whose side-interest is rowing, is 
Captain of the New Rochelle 
Rowing Club. An Academician 
of the National Academy of De¬ 
sign, he is also a Fellow of the 
National Sculpture Society, and 
past editor of the National Sculp¬ 
ture Review. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals: Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Hall of Fame, 


1966; Edgar Allan Poe, Hall of 
Fame, 1965; Gold Medal, World 
Press Achievement Award, Amer¬ 
ican Newspaper Publishers Asso¬ 
ciation Foundation, 1965; Forbes 
Magazine Medal, November 
1957; Golden Anniversary Medal, 
City of New York, 1948; 37th 
Issue, Society of Medalists, 1948. 

Sculpture: U. S. Battle Monu¬ 
ment, St. Avoid, France; Eagle, 
National Association of Home 
Builders, Washington, D. C.; 
Sculptural Panels at Columbus 
School, New Rochelle, N. Y.; 
Burlington Mills Corp., Empire 
State Bldg., New York; Sinclair 
Oil Bldg., N. Y„ N. Y.; Lone 
Star Cement Corp., N. Y., N. Y.; 
Celanese Corp. Bldg., Charlotte, 
N. C.; S. S. United States, Cabin 
Class Dining Room; and Spring 
Hill Ave. Synagogue, Mobile, 
Ala.; Sculptural Outlines at Mu¬ 
nicipal Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis., 
National Guard Memorial Bldg., 
Washington, D. C.; Two Chapels, 
St. Peter and St. John Vianney, 
Cathedral of “Mary Our Queen,” 
Baltimore, Md.; and Architects 
Bldg., Albany, N. Y„ 1966; 
Christmas Font of Steuben Glass. 

Awards: Bronze and Silver 
Medals, Beaux Art Institute of 
Design, 1928-31; National Com¬ 
petition, Two Equestrian Groups 
at Federal Trade Commission 
Bldg., Washington, D. C., 1938; 
Mrs. Louis Bennett Award, 1947; 
First Prize, National Competi¬ 
tion, Golden Anniversary Medal 
of the City of New York, 1948; 
Lindsay Morris Memorial Award, 
1950; Silver Medal, International 
Exhibition, Madrid, Spain. 
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THE PONY EXPRESS COIN-MEDAL 
v Sculptured by Michael Lantz 

21st COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY-STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The commemoration of the 
Pony Express echoes the muffled 
hoofbeats on the day of April 3, 
1860. Entrusted with 20 pounds 
of mail, two riders, one going 
West from St. Joseph, Missouri, 
and one going East from Sacra¬ 
mento, California, began what 
was to be the first rapid mail 
service across the forbidding in¬ 
terior of the continent. Each rider 
pounded the dust for 10 to 12 
miles, changing horses at relay 
stations. When the 75-mile route 
was completed, relief riders con¬ 
tinued with the mail for another 
75 miles. This masterful stroke 
of postal planning, which cov¬ 
ered a distance of 1,966 miles in 
10 days, was the creation of the 
great overland freight company 
of Russell, Majors & Waddell. 


In the early days of the coun¬ 
try, practically all communica¬ 
tion between California and the 
East was carried on by steamship 
from New York via Panama or 
by the slow Southern stagecoach 
route. However, the need for 
rapid mail service became more 
acute as the Civil War loomed 
ominously over the horizon. 
United States Senator William 
Gwin of California proposed a 
bill to establish a weekly letter 
express service, but it was quietly 
tabled and thus “killed.” William 
H. Russell, the great opportunist 
of Russell, Majors & Waddell, 
decided to launch a Pony Express 
without government subsidy or 
the firm promise of one. He 
wanted to prove that a central 
route was better than the longer 
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southern route used by stage 
coaches of the Butterfield Over¬ 
land Mail. After 190 stations 
were built, 80 young riders and 
400 station keepers and assistants 
were hired. More than 400 
horses were purchased, the best 
that money could buy. A rider, 
generally weighing around 125 
pounds, carried two revolvers 
and a knife to protect himself 
against attacks by Indians and 
bandits. He earned between $100 
and $150 a month, high wages 
for the times. A specially de¬ 
signed square of leather, called a 
mochila, was thrown over a sad¬ 
dle. The letters, costing $5 per 
half ounce, were carried in four 
sole-leather boxes attached to the 
corners df the mochila. Later, 
postage was reduced to $1. 

The skilled horsemen swept 
through pathless forests, crossed 
raging streams, explored the un¬ 
known deserts and climbed snowy 
mountain passes. Some of the 
“runs” were longer and more 
dangerous than others. The long¬ 
est Pony Express ride on record 
— 384 miles — was made by 
William “Buffalo Bill" Cody. 
Upon reaching Three Crossings 
on one run, he discovered his 
relief rider had been killed, so 
he changed horses and rode on. 

Only once was the mail lost. 
It was during the Pah Ute War 
of midsummer, 1860. The service 
was temporarily discontinued until 
the stations that had been raided 
by Indians were rebuilt. When 
difficulties and distance are taken 
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into consideration, no better job 
was ever done in the history of 
the United States mail service. 
And all of this in the face of 
heavy financial loss. It was not 
unusual to lose as much as 
$1,000 a day. Nevertheless, the 
mail always went through. In 
fact, getting President Lincoln’s 
inaugural speech across the con¬ 
tinent in March, 1861, took only 
seven days and 17 hours. 

After almost 19 months of 
loyal mail service, the comple¬ 
tion of the telegraph line from 
the Missouri River to Sacra¬ 
mento put the Pony Express out 
of business. And so, with the 
last mail delivered in October, 
1861, the faithful horses and 
their fearless riders galloped into 
that great corral of legend. 

But how paradoxical it is, that 
one of the most daring and 
dangerous episodes in America’s 
growth, should also have been 
one of the least recorded. Almost 
half a century passed before the 
story made the history books. 
Then in a blaze of glory the 
Pony Express saga, slightly col¬ 
ored by misty memories, broke 
into movies, radio and television. 
Although the facts fade into fic¬ 
tion here and there, the basic 
story is well documented. The 
Express really lived in 1860 to 
1861, and the mail did get 
through in record time against 
tremendous odds. This display 
of pioneer devotion to duty has 
enriched America’s historical her- 
tage. 
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NCS PUBLISHES SECOND IN A SERIES 
OF INSTITUTIONAL ADS 

A two-page spread has been placed by NCS in the early May 
issues of both Coin World and Numismatic News, to acquaint new 


collectors with the NCS program 
and remind established collectors 
about its existence. The NCS 
Board of Directors feels that it 
is important to run such ads 
periodically, from a public rela¬ 
tions standpoint, even though the 
number of NCS memberships 
is permanently frozen. 

The latest ad is entitled “Not 
for sale ... at any price!” The 
copy begins: 

“That is the answer most fre¬ 
quently heard when a member 
of the National Commemorative 
Society is asked how much he 
wants for his collection of pri¬ 
vately-struck NCS commemora- 
tives. And the question is put 
to NCS members quite often. 
Particularly since displays of 
these superb sterling silver proofs 
constantly draw envy as they 
walk off with top honors at coin 
shows throughout the country. 

“However, that does not mean 
it is impossible to obtain an 
NCS membership and the com¬ 
plete NCS collection to date. 
The National Commemorative 
Society is a unique numismatic 
organization. Last year, the 
members voted to permanently 


limit the total number of NCS 
memberships to those then out¬ 
standing ■— 5,252. This cannot 
be changed. But, NCS member¬ 
ships are still transferable and 
can be bought and sold. Al¬ 
though the percentage of mem¬ 
bers willing to sell their member¬ 
ships at any given time is very 
small — currently less than 2% 
— it does provide a supply for 
those newly interested in the 
NCS program. You will usually 
find around 10 to 20 NCS mem¬ 
berships advertised under the 
“Medals" classification in this 
paper, and the following group 
of dealers regularly buy and sell 
NCS memberships and collec¬ 
tions:” 

The ad then listed 22 of the 
dealers who are most active in 
trading NCS material. Follow¬ 
ing this, the ad described in 
detail the benefits of NCS mem¬ 
bership and illustrated the first 
21 NCS commemoratives. 

If you have not seen the com¬ 
plete ad and would like one or 
more reprints of it. the NCS 
office will be glad to send them 
to you. 





COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 23 — June, 1966 
Discovery of America 
Sculptor—John Terken 
No. 24 — July, 1966 
Thomas Jefferson 
Sculptor—Abram Belski 
No. 25 — August, 1966 
Custer’s Last Stand 
Sculptor—Albert Wien 


LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these at any time, please 
immediately communicate with 
NCS: 


Membership No. 
0012 
0106 
013) 

0233 

0382 

0476 

0576 

0878 

1246 

1324 

1692 

1731 

2066 

2146 

2291 

2787 

2805 

2893 

2970 


3619 

3806 


Proofs 

1st 

6th 

1st thru 20th 
14th 

14th, 15th, 
17th 

1st thru 5th 

4th, 5th 

1st thru 20th 

1st thru 15th 

1st thru 16th 

11th 

8th 

8th, 9th 
10th 

1st thru 10th 
1st thru 15th 
1st thru 18th 
1st thru 7th 
9th 
1st 

1st thru 14th, 
except 11th 
11th 


4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15 th 
4591 11th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

5102 1st, 10th 


LINDBERGH’S FLIGHT 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 26th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative of Lind¬ 
bergh’s Famous Non-Stop Flight 
Across the Atlantic has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 26th NCS 
commemorative, which is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in September. 
The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute 

to Albert Einstein . 738 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
n Fighting Men 


l Vietnam . 


894 


A Commemorative of Charles 
Lindbergh’s First Non-Stop 
Flight Across the Atlantic.. 1,306 
A Commemorative of the 
100th Anniversary of the 
14th Amendment . 114 


As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during April’s mara¬ 
thon nomination campaign, are: 
A Commemorative Tribute 
to Benjamin Frankiin 
A Commemorative of the 
Lewis & Clark Expedition 
The current ballot is for the 
27 th NCS commemorative, which 
is scheduled to be issued in 
October. This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters by 
June 10 to be counted. 
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MAILBAG 


IS OUR FACE RED! 

The letter entitled “One Step 
Further,” which appeared in last 
month's Mailbag, was identified 
as from Jim Morgan, Silvis, Ill., 
with my membership number. I 
wrote that letter. 

I wonder how “Jim” enjoyed 
being a Stage Door Canteen 
hostess. What a ribbing he will 
take. , 

Perhaps he will second the 
nomination to honor ALL serv¬ 
icemen. 

Charlotte V. Evans (4433) 
Ardmore, Pa. 
• Our apologies to both Mr. 
Morgan and Miss Evans. It was 
a slip-up in our office to identify 
Miss Evans letter as having come 
from Mr. Morgan. 

PRO AND CON PONY EXPRESS 

Why did Mr. Lantz use a 
great horse of the Middle Ages 
on the Pony Express commemo¬ 
rative, instead of a more modern 
horse of the times? And, what is 
that “thing” on the reverse? 
This piece ranks with Washing¬ 
ton Crossing the Delaware, only 
worse. 

A suggestion: Leave off the 


current list of dealers interested 
in NCS material and give us 
more letters from the collectors. 
Once a year is enough for the 
list of dealers. I get as much 
pleasure from reading the Mail- 
bag letters as I do from the 
proofs. 

W. Frank Spoone (0030) 
Morristown, Tenn. 

I received the Pony Express 
commemorative yesterday. I felt 
I had to write and tell you how 
beautiful I think it is. The detail 
is perfect. I am really impressed 
with it. 

I have one question, however. 
In looking over the piece, I 
would like to know how the 
Indian shot the arrow without 
any bow string? 

Mrs. L. Collier (0704) 
Seaford, N. Y. 
• What can you do with artists? 

A FEW KIND WORDS 

I don’t usually write letters to 
an organization, but the kind of 
service that NCS has given me, 
as a member, has been so out¬ 
standing that I feel I must voice 
my appreciation and applause. 
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The new binders to house the 
NCS Newsletters are just 
frosting on the cake. I can't re¬ 
member ever being a member of 
an organization that was so well- 
run, so effective, so intelligent 
in their handling of requests. I 
want you all to know that I 
appreciate your past actions and 
I’m proud to be a member of 
NCS. 

Marshall Wise (0397) 
Miami Beach, Fla. 

Just a note of congratulations 
on the two-page “Not for Sale— 
at any Price” ad which appeared 
in the recent issue of Coin World. 
I have always been very proud 
to be a member of NCS, but I 
am more proud than ever after 
reading that ad. 

Larry Courtney (2624) 
Janesville, Wise. 

SPECIAL HOLDER SUGGESTED 

How about designing a deluxe 
Capitol plastic holder, perhaps 
in the shape of the United States, 
to hold 10 or 20 NCS proofs. 
If such a holder were large 
enough, it would make a beauti¬ 
ful wall piece. 

John Davies (0384) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
• If a sufficient number of mem¬ 
bers express interest in such a 
holder, we will ask Capitol 
Plastics to design one. 

MORE ON SUBJECTS 

All subjects which have been 
dropped should be listed on a 
special sheet and sent to the 


members. We could then mark 
them in such a way as to signify 
those subjects worthy of being 
put on the ballot again for 
further consideration. Oft-times 
subjects are dropped not because 
they are not worthy, but because 
the list has other very good sub¬ 
jects which poll more votes. For 
example, look at the last six or 
eight subjects dropped. 

William V. Rich (3628) 
Smyrna, Ga. 


NCS A HIT IN GERMANY 

My wife and I are proud that 
our NCS coin-medals are the 
only ones that we have seen 
here in West Germany at the 
coin shows. We have had many, 
many compliments on this col¬ 
lection and have had numerous 
offers on individual pieces and 
the set as a whole. The set has 
never been judged in a display, 
but it always stole the show. 

Edwin R. Walsh (4574) 
Buffalo. N. Y. 

SUGGESTS MART IN NEWSLETTER 

I think it would be a good 
idea for members who wish to 
buy and sell NCS memberships 
to be listed in the Newsletter. 
That would give other members 
the best chance to buy another 
set for their family or friends. 

L. Hayes (3925) 
Hays, Kansas 

• Several members have sug¬ 
gested this. Comments will be 
appreciated. 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 



At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $200 
to $290, and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $475. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $250 to 
$291. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 






LACI DE GERENDAY 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Battle of the Alamo 
Coin-Medal 

Laci dp Gerenday, whose father 
was a minister and author, and 
whose mother was an opera 
singer and teacher, was born 
August 17, 1911, in Budapest, 
Hungary. When eight months 
old, he was brought to America. 
He studied at South Dakota 
State College; Ursinus College, 
Pa.; Shrivenham University, Eng¬ 
land; National Academy of De¬ 
sign; and Beaux Arts Institute of 
Design. As a Combat Engineer 
in World War II, he served three 
years in the Mediterranean and 
European Theatres of War, dur¬ 
ing which time he was decorated 
with four battle stars and the 
bronze arrowhead. A Fellow of 
the National Sculpture Society, 
Mr. de Gerenday resides in New 
York City with his wife, the 
former Mary Ellen Lord. 

• MAY 1966 


His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Medals: Gold Medal, Ameri¬ 
can Institute of Electrical Engi¬ 
neers. 

Sculpture: Victory Scene, 
carved glass, Steuben Glass, New 
York; Four Seasons, large bronze 
relief, Chicago Hotel; Building 
of Grand Crossing, large wood 
relief, Aberdeen Courthouse. 
S. D.; Delivery of The Mail, 
large wood relief, Tell City Post 
Office, Ind.; Lt. Junot, large 
bronze relief, Salle d’honneur, 
Museum of Africa, Algiers; 
Garden Scene, large bronze re¬ 
lief, Killearn Gardens, Tallahas¬ 
see, Fla.; St. Francis and the 
Animals, large bronze relief, St. 
Francis of Assisi School, Tor- 
rington, Conn.; Dr. Otto Klit- 
gord, bronze relief portrait, 
Brooklyn Community College. 

Exhibitions: National Academy 
of Design; Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine Arts; Pennsylvania 
Museum; Boston Museum, Mu¬ 
seum of Modern Art; Museum 
of San Francisco; Cincinnati Art 
Museum; Museum of Rhode 
Island; Grand Central Gallery; 
Ferargil Gallery; National Sculp¬ 
ture Society; Allied Artists; Lever 
House; New York Coliseum; 
New Jersey Art Museum; Archi¬ 
tectural League; Rockefeller 
Center; Museum of Arizona. 

Awards: Lindsey Morris Prize, 
National Sculpture Society; Ben- 
net Award, National Sculpture 
Society; First Sculpture Prize, 
New Jersey Art Assn.; Citation, 
City of New York; Ellen Speyer 
Award, National Academy of 
Design, 1947, 1963. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE ALAMO COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Laci de Gerenday 

22nd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Shining bright on America’s 
road to freedom is the Alamo; 
the altaq of liberty for “the 
people of Texas and all Amer¬ 
icans in the world.” Behind its 
crumbling walls, 187 patriots held 
off 5,000 Mexicans for thirteen 
days, with virtually no help, and 
very little food and sleep. Finally, 
on March 6, 1836, their fort 
and their fortitude could with¬ 
stand the onslaught no longer. 
Through the blasting gunfire and 
choking smoke, death played 
host to the immovable Texan 
martyrs and one third of their 
Mexican attackers. General Santa 
Anna, in his hollow victory, 
ordered that the American 
bodies be burned. The flickering 
embers he left behind him ignited 
the conscience of a country. “Re¬ 
member the Alamo!” Sam Hous¬ 
ton cried to his small band of 
soldiers as they swooped down 


on Santa Anna and his murder¬ 
ous men at San Jacinto. The 
Alamo had become a symbol 
for Houston and all Americans, 
inspiring them on to great deeds, 
and above all else, to freedom. 

Originally, the Alamo was a 
mission, founded between 1716 
and 1718. The three-acre com¬ 
pound included barracks, a roof¬ 
less church, a block-long plaza 
and an enclosure of 12-foot 
walls. Located near the Texan 
town of San Antonio, it pro¬ 
vided quarters for Mexican 
troops. The presence of these 
soldiers touched off what already 
was an explosive situation among 
the American colonists who were 
being oppressed with anti-immi¬ 
gration laws. The Mexican gov¬ 
ernment had enticed these same 
Americans to settle in the Texas 
wilderness, with promises of 
separate statehood once Texas 
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was populated. 

On December 9, 1835, a small 
band of patriots, led by Colonel 
William B. Travis, routed the 
Mexican forces from San An¬ 
tonio. To Mexico’s President. 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, 
the seizure of the town was a 
national disgrace. He organized 
his army and marched toward 
San Antonio. Many Texans fled 
from the town, while the revolu¬ 
tionists took refuge at the Alamo. 
Sam Houston, Commander-in- 
Chief of Texan forces, immedi¬ 
ately sent orders with Colonel 
James Bowie to Colonel Travis 
to abandon the Alamo. The de¬ 
fenders insisted on making a 
stand. “It’s war to the knife,” de¬ 
clared Colonel David Crockett, a 
sharp-shooting frontiersman and 
Congressman from Tennessee. 
Wielding his famous bowie knife, 
fiery Jim Bowie agreed. 

On February 23, 1836. Santa 
Anna took possession of San 
Antonio. Now waving in the 
wind was Mexico's blood-red 
flag, indicating no mercy if the 
Texans should fall into Santa 
Anna’s clutches. The 155 patriots 
answered with a cannon shot. 

On February 24, Travis wrote 
the first of many requests for 
help: “To the people of Texas 
and all Americans in the world 
... I shall never surrender or 
retreat. I call on you in the 
name of Liberty, of Patriotism 
and everything dear to the Amer¬ 
ican Character to come to our 
aid . . . ” The town of Gonzales 
responded with 32 men, food, 
clothing and homemade bullets. 


Several assaults were turned back 
and the enemy fire became more 
constant. Travis’ appeals to Col¬ 
onel Fannin in Goliad failed. 
The defenders yearned for the 
smell of boiling coffee and a 
chew of tobacco. Jim Bowie, 
though still a source of inspira¬ 
tion, was ill from exposure and 
over-exertion. Significantly, he 
had relinquished his sword to 
Travis to show good faith. In 
this fight for freedom, the sword 
was their soul, and their soul to 
Texas was its steel. 

On March 2, the American 
delegates voted for independence 
at Washington, Texas. The news 
uplifted the besieged patriots, but 
not for long. At the crack of 
dawn on March 6, four columns 
charged the garrison. Heavy 
Texan fire forced them back 
again and again. Finally, the 
Mexicans successfully scaled the 
walls. By daylight six patriots 
were taken alive, and the rest 
were dead. On Santa Anna’s 
orders, his officers thrust their 
swords through the defenseless 
prisoners. Mrs. Dickerson, her 
baby daughter and Colonel 
Travis’ slave, were the only 
Americans spared. Admittedly, 
Santa Anna claimed he lost more 
than 1,500 men. “It was but a 
small affair,” he shrugged. 

Incensed citizens throughout 
the United States resolved that 
Santa Anna would be defeated. 
And he was, at San Jacinto, on 
April 21, 1836. “To the people 
of Texas and all Americans in 
the world,” the massacre at the 
Alamo was no small affair. 
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CHURCHILL PLATINUM PROOF 
PRESENTED TO LADY CHURCHILL 


Platinum Proof No. 1 of the Churchill Memorial Coin-Medal was 
recently presented to Lady Churchill by Joseph M. Segel, the Chair¬ 
man of the NCS Board of Di¬ 
rectors. Famed medallic artist 
Paul Vincze, sculptor of the 
Churchill Memorial Coin-Medal 
was on hand at the presentation 
of the Platinum Proof by Mr. 

Segel to Lady Churchill. 

Sterling Silver Proof No. 0009 
of the Churchill Memorial Coin- 
Medal has been donated by NCS 
to the British Museum where it 
is now being exhibited as part of 
a collection of Vincze’s medallic 
works. 


DELUXE CHESTS IMPROVED 

In compliance with many sug¬ 
gestions by NCS members, the 
cavities in the platform of the 
new deluxe collector’s chests will 
be slightly enlarged. It will now 
be easier to remove the octago¬ 
nal holders from the collector’s 
chest since the holders will be 
more “relaxed” in the cavities. 

This improvement has meant a 
major alteration of the mold 
which will postpone production 
until the mold has been properly 


modified. Because of this pro¬ 
duction delay, shipments to mem¬ 
bers will be slightly delayed. If 
you have ordered a new deluxe 
collector’s chest, additional 5- 
cavity plastic cases or extra oc¬ 
tagonal coin holders, you can 
now expect to receive them by 
the end of July or early August. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES JULY 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is July 10. The 
Quarterly Prize of $250.00 will 
be awarded to the NCS mem¬ 
ber who submits a photograph 
of the most interesting display 
of NCS material exhibited at 
some time during the months of 
April, May or June, 1966. The 
winner of this Quarterly Con¬ 
test then becomes eligible to win 
ship by havinig his display 
chosen the “Best NCS Exhibit of 
1966.” 





COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 24 —July, 1966 
Thomas Jefferson 
Sculptor—Abram Belski 
No. 25 — August, 1966 
Custer's Last Stand 
Sculptor—Albert Wien 
No. 26 — September, 1966 
Charles Lindbergh Flight 
Sculptor—Hermann A. Becker 


LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please immedi¬ 
ately communicate with NCS: 
Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0382 14th 

0476 14th, 15th, 

17 th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0878 4th, 5th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2291 10th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 


3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15 th 
4591 11th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

5102 1st, 10th 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 27th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Benjamin Franklin has been se¬ 
lected by NCS members to be the 
subject of the 27th NCS com¬ 
memorative, which is scheduled 
to be issued in October. The 
final count of votes cast on last 


month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute 

to Albert Einstein . 627 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Fighting Men 

in Vietnam . 954 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Benjamin Franklin ........ 985 

A Commemorative of the 

Lewis & Clark Expedition. . 672 


At the suggestion of several 
few NCS members and because 
of the timeliness of the subject, 
the Board of Directors has nomi¬ 
nated to the present ballot: 

A Commemorative of the 
Surveyor Mooncraft Landing 
The other new subject which 
was taken from April’s marathon 
nomination campaign, is: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The current ballot is for the 
28th NCS commemorative, which 
is scheduled to be issued in 
November. This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters by 
July 10 to be counted. 
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THE MAILBAG 


ALAMO REVIEWED 

For months I have been an¬ 
ticipating the arrival of my Bat¬ 
tle of the Alamo Coin-Medal. 
Perhaps I expected too much, 
but I was keenly disappointed 
in the finished product. While 
this should have been one of the 
truly outstanding commemora- 
tives, it leaves me cold. 

The obverse could represent 
any group of men in battle. The 
legend on the obverse is difficult 
to read since the letters blend 
into the gun butts and the heads 
of the men. Why did the sculp¬ 
tor not select and use the heads 
of a few of the real heroes— 
such as Travis and Crockett? 

I hardly recognize the Alamo 
on the reverse. It should have 
been presented as it appeared 
before the battle and as it ap¬ 
pears now in its restored form. 

Finally—why did you not se¬ 
lect a sculptor from Texas? 
Surely he would have been in a 
better position to do justice to 
the “Alamo” Coin-Medal. 

W. J. (Bill) Jones (0909) 
Houston, Texas 


I just want to say the Medal 
of the Battle of the Alamo is 
the most beautiful one so far. It 
is outstanding. 

Helen V. Morrison (0737) 
Vienna, Va. 

SPECIAL HOLDER SUGGESTIONS 

May I second the suggestion 
of Mr. Davies in regards to a 
special Capital holder being de¬ 
signed to hold our NCS proofs. 
I think 20 would be an appro¬ 
priate number with the U. S. 
and the basic design—perhaps 
with the coin-medals being ar¬ 
ranged so that they could be 
located where events actually 
occured or the person being 
honored was born. The Alamo 
Coin-Medal in Texas, Kennedy 
in Massachusetts and so forth. 

Richard Townsend (3116) 
Rochester, N.Y. 

I think Mr. Davies suggestion 
of a special deluxe Capital 
holder in the shape of the U. S. 
is a good one. However, should 
you proceed on this, please 
watch the size. Just in case some 
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of us don’t have the wall space 
that might be needed. 

Roy W. Hall (1541) 
Chicago, Ill. 

I would be interested in a 
a Capital plastic holder to hold 
10 or 20 NCS Proofs. 

R. Villarreal, M.D. (2236) 
Portsmouth, Ohio 

• Since a large number of mem¬ 
bers seem interested in a holder 
in the shape of the United States, 
we shall ask Capital Plastics to 
design one. The size and num¬ 
ber of proofs held will be based 
on suggestions by members. 


VIET NAM ATTACKED 

I believe that it is necessary 
that someone raise some ques¬ 
tions about the proposed Com¬ 
memorative Tribute to the Amer¬ 
ican Fighting Men in Viet Nam. 
(1959-1966). 

First, it must be pointed out 
that by virtue of its being dated, 
the medal, if produced, will soon 
be obsolete. That is, someone in 
the future is sure to raise the 
question — “What about those 
men who fought after 1966?” 

Secondly, I must take issue 
with the choice itself. This is not 
because I am against our men 
(whose courage and “guts” are 
certainly inestimable) but because 
it is indeed a debatable issue as 
to whether the United States is 
right. From the capitals of West¬ 
ern Europe to Washington, the 
debate can be heard. Thus, I do 


not think that a topic so con¬ 
troversial should be a choice. 
We are, after all, a commemora¬ 
tive society—one whose job is 
to commemorate, not to take 
sides on the problems of the day, 
Garrick M. Beck (1338) 
New York, N. Y. 


MART IDEA DROPPED 

I think Mr. Spoone has made 
a good point in suggesting that 
the list of dealers be omitted 
from most all of the Newsletters. 
I, too, enjoy reading the Mailbag 
letters and would like to see 
more of them in each issue. Per¬ 
haps the list of dealers could be 
printed only each quarter or 
perhaps only twice each year. 

Calvin H. Gray (0365) 
State College, Miss. 

I do not think memberships 
should be placed in the News¬ 
letters for buying or selling pur¬ 
poses. First, I do not think it 
fair to the members who have 
their names on the waiting list. 
People in the East could bid on 
a membership that would be 
listed, before members in the 
West or other distant points 
would even get their Newsletter, 
since they would get their cur¬ 
rent Newsletter before we would. 

Veda M. Crisman (4626) 
Hawthorne, Calif. 

• The consensus seems to indi¬ 
cate that most members want the 
list of dealers to remain at least 
for the time being. 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 

The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs 
now stands at 36: 

Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bill’s Coin & Stamp Mart, P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 
J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge, La. 

Brown's Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland, N. J. 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 
Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 

Cheatham Coin Shop, 134 N. Hutcheson, Houston, Texas 77003 
Coins & Components, Brookwood Plaza, Valdosta, C>a. 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
Consumers Service Coin Exch., 715 - 9th Ave., N., Texas City, Texas 
Jay’s Coins, 412 S. Brobst St., Shillington, Pa. 

Jeff Cooper, 16652 Rayen St„ Sepulveda, Calif. 91343 
Joseph E. Copelin, 3887 Short St., Shadyside, Ohio 43947 
Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St„ Pratt, Kansas 
Fireside Coins, Box 4065, Benson Station, Omaha, Nebr. 68104 
Fort Hays Coin Shop, Lamer Hotel Bldg., Hays, Kansas 67601 
The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetree Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 

B. M. Jafferson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
Albert Lee, P. O. Box 58, Hardin, Ky. 

Douglas Lightner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 
Lincolnwood Coin Center, 4750 Touhy Ave., Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 
Provincial Coin Co., 332 E. King St., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
Rankin’s Coins & Stamps, 1310 - 20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 
G. & E. Rogers, Philyet Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 

R. J. Ross, 120 S. Main St., Walton, Ky. 

Sadler’s Coin Exchange, 11118 Prairie Ave., Inglewood, Calif. 

John Spero, 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park, Ill. 

Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St., Manchester, N. H. 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Steve’s Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St„ Lowell, Mass. 

Typkoyn, 9294 Home Terrace, Des Plaines, III. 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252, Raymondville, Texas 78580 
Wim's Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa, Canada 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $200 
to $328, and asking prices were in the range of $225 to $475. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $175 to 
$388. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
upon up-to-date and accurate market information. 
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JOHN TERKEN 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Discovery of America 
Coin-Medal 

John Terken was born Jan. 11, 
1911, in Rochester, N. Y. He 
studied at Beaux Arts Institute of 
Design, New York School of 
Fine and Industrial Arts, Colum¬ 
bia University School of Fine 
Arts, and European Art Centers. 
Today, as a sculptor, lecturer, 
instructor and writer, Terken re¬ 
sides in East Meadow, Long 
Island, N. Y., with his wife, the 
former Carol Goodchild, and 
their four children. He is a Fel¬ 
low of the National Sculpture 
Society, and a member of the 
American Artists Professional 
League, Huntington Township 
Art League, Nassau County Art 
League, Long Island Craftsman 
Guild, and Fine Arts Committee 
of Long Island Arts Center. 
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His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals: Medals of 
Thomas Jefferson, Mona Lisa, 
Bernard Baruch, George Mar¬ 
shall, Thatcher Ferry Bridge, 
Bucyrus Erie, McCall’s Advertis¬ 
ing, Simon G. Brute, Endo 
Laboratories, and Charles Pren¬ 
tice Award. 

Sculpture: Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, East Meadow High 
School, East Meadow, N. Y., 
1965; Heroic Bust, Thomas Edi¬ 
son, Edison Vocational School, 
Queens, N. Y.; “Christ, the 
Redeemer,’’ Holy Redeemer 
Church, Md„ 1964; Eagle Foun¬ 
tain, Nassau County Park, Salis¬ 
bury, Long Island, N. Y., 1961; 
Woodland Group, Charles Miller, 
Great Neck, N. Y„ 1960; Moses, 
Marvin Flowerman, East Mea¬ 
dow,, N. Y.; Benjamin Franklin 
Memorial, Roosevelt Field, Long 
Island, N. Y„ 1960. 

Exhibitions: National Sculp¬ 
ture Society; Architectural Lea¬ 
gue; National Academy of De¬ 
sign; Syracuse Museum of Fine 
Arts; Museum of Fine Arts, 
Springfield, Mass.; American 
Artists Professional League; Art 
League of Nassau County; 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Awards: Edward McCartan 
Garden Sculpture Award, Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society, 1957; 
American Artists Professional 
League, 1960; Lindsey Morris 
Memorial Prize for Bas-Relief, 
National Sculpture Society, 1965. 




THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by John Terken 

23rd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Christopher Columbus is of¬ 
ficially celebrated as the Dis¬ 
coverer of America. School chil¬ 
dren observe Columbus Day and 
speak admiringly of the Italian 
sailor who journeyed across the 
Atlantic Ocean from Spain with 
three ships, “Santa Maria,” 
“Pinta" and "Nina,” and, on 
October 12, 1492, discovered the 
New World. Also honored in 
the month of October, is Leif 
Ericson. He was a Norseman 
from Greenland, who in the 
year 1000, explored and in¬ 
habited an island which he 
called Vinland. The story, passed 
down through Norsemen sagas, 
was authenticated in 1965 when 
Yale University displayed a Vin¬ 
land map. In vouching for this 
earliest known map of North 
America, Dr. Alexander Victor 
significantly added, “Columbus 
rediscovered America and pushed 


its settlement.” 

Christopher Columbus, son of 
a Genoese wool weaver, was 
born in 1451. As a sailor, he was 
greatly influenced by Marco 
Polo’s travels, and soon devel¬ 
oped ideas that the earth was 
round and the distance by sea 
between Spain and India was 
very short. About 1479, Colum¬ 
bus married Filipa Moniz Perec- 
trello, with whom he had a son, 
Diego. The next decade or so 
was spent trying to get some 
king or prince to finance an ex¬ 
pedition to the West to find 
Cathay, the Asian city of marble 
and gold. People grew to know 
him as “that crazy explorer.” 
Finally, King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella of Spain sup¬ 
plied him with three ships, of 
which the smallest — “Nina” — 
was hardly anything more than 
a good-sized sailboat. Manned 
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with 90 men, the vessels were 
filled with cheap merchandise in 
case they came across savages. 

On August 3, 1492, Columbus 
left Palos, Spain, and on Octo¬ 
ber 12, 1492, landed at San 
Salvador in the Bahamas; but 
not without physical hardships 
and mutinous threats from his 
terrified crews. He went on to 
find Cuba and then Haiti, where 
he was forced to leave 37 men 
when his flag-ship, the Santa 
Maria, was wrecked. High hon¬ 
ors awaited him on his return to 
Spain. He was confirmed Ad¬ 
miral of the Ocean Sea and 
governor of all islands he 
found in the Indies. During sub¬ 
sequent trips his younger brother 
aided in ruling Haiti, while he 
explored the islands and coast 
of South America; always look¬ 
ing for the city of Cathay. In 
1506 Columbus died, disillu¬ 
sioned and almost forgotten; 
never realizing that the Age of 
Discovery began with his expedi¬ 
tions, and was to be followed by 
Magellan, Ponce de Leon, Cortes 
and de Soto. 

Back through the mists of 
time, about 977, Leif Ericson 
was born. His father, famous for 
the discovery of Greenland, was 
known as Eric the Red. At an 
early age Leif sailed to Norway. 
So impressive was he, that the 
King of Norway made him a 
member of his aristocratic body¬ 
guard; introducing him to Chris¬ 
tianity as well. Later, while in 
Greenland, Ericson heard fascin¬ 
ating tales of strange lands that 


had been seen by Bjarni Herjolfs- 
son. He bought Bjarni’s boat and 
hired some of his men. 

The first new land the voy¬ 
agers spotted in the year 1000, 
was called Helluland (the land 
of flat stone). The next landfall, 
Ericson named Markland (wood¬ 
land). Two more days of sail¬ 
ing brought them to an island 
where it was decided they would 
stay for the winter. Here grapes 
and vines were found, and 
Ericson called the island Vin- 
land (Wine land). He returned 
to Greenland, and was known 
thereafter as Leif the Lucky. 

Existing Icelandic records link¬ 
ing the Old World with the New 
World include maps of Sigurdur 
Stefansson, about 1590, and 
Bishop Resen, in 1605. On the 
Stefansson drawing, the land 
mass marked “Vinland promon¬ 
tory” resembles Newfoundland 
Island’s northern tip. Substanti¬ 
ating this valuable paper is a 
1960 identification of a Norse 
habitation in Newfoundland. 
When, in October 1965, the Vin¬ 
land map emerged, historians 
were more excited than ever. 
Drawn about 1440, the map re¬ 
veals the North American coast 
as an island labeled “Vinlandia,” 
and credits “Bjarni and Leif” 
with its discovery. 

While conflicting conclusions 
are being researched and rede¬ 
fined one indisputable fact re¬ 
mains — Ericson and Columbus 
both made major contributions 
for which all Americans will be 
eternally grateful. 
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GEORGE KNERR WINS SECOND 
QUARTERLY NCS EXHIBIT AWARD 


The NCS Board of Directors h; 
by George Knerr as the winner of 
Award. Mr. Knerr has been 
awarded the $250.00 quarterly 
cash prize and is now eligible 
to win a lifetime honorary mem¬ 
bership if his exhibit is later 
chosen the "Best NCS Exhibit of 
1966." 

Mr. Knerr's exhibit was dis¬ 
played at the Corning Coin Club 
in Corning. N. Y. where it re¬ 
ceived Best of Show honors. At 
the Anthracite Coin Show in 
Hazleton. Pa., his exhibit won 
1st Prize and at the Hershey Coin 
Show in Hershey, Pa., it took 
3rd Prize. 

The Third Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1966 is now 
underway. Entries must be ex¬ 
hibited sometime between July 1. 
1966 and September 30. 1966. A 
$250.00 cash prize will be 
awarded for the best NCS exhibit 
displayed during this period. 
Another award of $250.00 will 
be given for the best exhibit of 
NCS material during the last 
quarter of 1966. From the four 
quarterly winners, the "Best NCS 


is selected an exhibit put together 
the Second Quarterly NCS Exhibit 


Exhibit of 1966" will be selected 
and that member will also be 
awarded a lifetime paid-up mem¬ 
bership. 

FINAL PLATINUM PROOF DONATED 
TO ANA TO BE AUCTIONED AT 
CHICAGO CONVENTION 

Platinum Proof No. I of the 
10th NCS Commemorative, the 
Declaration of Independence 
Coin-Medal, will be auctioned off 
at the Coin Auction of the 1966 
A.N.A. Diamond Anniversary 
Convention, which will be held 
in Chicago from August 16 to 
20. This will be the ninth and 
final Platinum Proof donated to 
the ANA for the benefit of the 
ANA's National Home & Head¬ 
quarters Fund. The other 8 
NCS Platinum Proofs auctioned 
off by the ANA have brought a 
total of $17,225. making NCS 
the largest contributor to the 
establishment of a national home 





and headquarters for the Amer¬ 
ican Numismatic Association. 

Beginning with the 11th NCS 
Commemorative, we resumed the 
policy of donating Platinum 
Proof No. 1 of each issue to an 
appropriate individual or institu¬ 
tion associated with the subject 
being commemorated. 


LEWIS & CLARK EXPEDITION 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 28th COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative of the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 28th NCS 
comm 
uled t 
The fi 


fiarsasisua... mi 



two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during April’s mara¬ 
thon nomination campaign, are: 


of Pearl H 


The current ballot is for the 
29th NCS commemorative, which 
is scheduled to be issued in 
December. This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters by 
August 10 to be counted. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 25— August, 1966 
Custer's Last Stand 
Sculptor—Albert Wien 
No. 26 — September, 1966 
Charles Lindbergh’s Flight 
Sculptor—Hermann A. Becker 
No. 27 — October, 1966 
Benjamin Franklin 
Sculptor—Karen Worth 










VIETNAM: PRO AND CON 

I am shocked into speechless¬ 
ness at the attitude of Garrick 
Beck (see Newsletter, June ’66) 
and his attitude about a medal 
commemorating our fighting men 
in Vietnam. 

When a medal can be struck 
to memoralize Custer’s Last 
Stand, most CERTAINLY this 
valiant effort by so few to save 
so many from communism 
should be commemorated. Only 
somebody who believes we 
should “tread softly on Reds” 
would hold this opinion. As for 
Custer, his action was not bravery 
but decidedly stupid leadership. 
It is one of the black pages of 
American history and his ambush 
served no purpose. Vietnam is 
a MUST in world history. 

Also, glad you have taken a 
firm stand NOT to omit dealers’ 
listings from the Newsletter. 

Leonida D. Tedford (0184) 
West New York, N. J. 

I am strongly against the pro¬ 
posed subject to commemorate 


the “Fighting Men in Vietnam.” 
As an ex-fighting man of World 
War II, I can assure you any 
thought of appreciation for ac¬ 
tions of men in war is kind. 

I fail to see, however, how 
this subject fits our Society. My 
reasons for this opinion would 
make too long a list. 

Otherwise, you may list me 
among your happy members. 

Don Crowder (1203) 
Stockton, Calif. 

December 7, 1966 is the 25th 
Anniversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

Maybe it’s about time we are 
reminded how easy we forget. 
Maybe if our memories were 
better we would not be asking 
“What are we doing in Vietnam?” 
The answer lies at the bottom 
of Pearl Harbor and in graves 
all over the world. They are 
there because these men believed 
in what this country was built 
on — Freedom. Nobody hands 
you Freedom, you fight for it. 
When you get it, you fight to 
keep it. When you quit fighting, 
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you no longer have Freedom. 

I know some of the ones that 
are doing the hollering were not 
born or were too young to re¬ 
member. but there are a lot of 
us who do remember. I’m not 
talking History, I’m talking fact. 
I spent 37 months in the North 
and South Pacific during World 
War II. That is why we who do 
remember should do the re¬ 
minding. 

I think the Board of Directors 
should choose the December 
commemorative. Let’s "Remem- 
mer Pearl Harbor” on this 25th 
Anniversary. With all the fight¬ 
ing and hate in the world today, 
maybe we can start a trend 
towards peace by helping people 
to remember. 

Arthur Holub (4030) 
Melrose Park, III. 


DISCOVERY LAUDED 

I just received the Discovery 
of America Coin-Medal and you 
are to be complimented on the 
superior quality of this piece. 

When our own Government 
resumes the striking of Proof 
Coins, wouldn't it be superb if 
they could come out with coins 
as good as our NCS Medals? 

M. C. Sauer (1551) 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

LATEST HOLDERS ASSESSED 

I would like to comment on 
the fine service that has been ac¬ 
corded me by the Society and 
would also like to compliment 


this organization on the fine 
way that it has continued to up¬ 
grade the coin-medal mounting 
cases. This last type of three- 
piece octagonal case is the very 
finest type of holder that I have 
seen for mounting and display¬ 
ing a single coin. 

Robert G. Simons (1438) 
Akron, Ohio 

• As you have probably already 
noticed, the latest version of the 
octagonal coin holder is much 
improved. Since it now has 8 
holding pegs, you must squeeze 
hard to close it. But once closed, 
it stays closed until pried open. 
Additional holders are available 
to NCS members at the low- 
price of 10 for SI.50. 


DETAIL LACKING? 

Please tell the sculptors to 
bring out the small details more 
when doing a coin-medal. One 
example is the reverse of the 
Pony Express Coin-Medal. The 
Battle of the Alamo is another 
example. The faces on the sub¬ 
jects could be brought out more 
clearly. 

I am sure they have the time 
to do a better job. 

Alexander Slabiak (0820) 
Warren, Mich. 

• Each sculptor has his own tech¬ 
nique. Some model with a fine 
stroke, others with a broad stroke. 
Since NCS commissions only 
name sculptors, we must accept 
each work as an individualistic 
creation. 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs 
now stands at 36: 


Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia 
Bill's Coin & Stamp Mart. P. O. Box 675, Belzoni. Miss. 
J. L. Blythe, Box 5291.7, Baton Rouge, La. 



At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to 
date, together with future rights, were in the range of $175 
to $300, and asking prices were in the range of $225 to $650. 
Several transactions were reported in the range of $200 to 
$450. Dealers and members are urged to continually report 
the prices at which membership transfers are effected, so 
that this section of the Newsletter can be continually based 
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ABRAM BELSKIE 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Thomas Jefferson 
Coin-Medal 

Abram Belskie was born 
March 24, 1907, in London, 

England. He studied at Glasgow 
University School of Art, Scot¬ 
land; continuing his education 
in London, Paris and Rome. An 
Academician of the National 
Academy of Design, Belskie is 
also a member of Allied Artists 
of America, the American Nu¬ 
mismatic Association and a Fel¬ 
low of the National Sculpture 
Society. He lives with his wife, 
the former Helen Atkinson, in 
Closter, New Jersey. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals 4 . Walter 
Reed and Phillips Brooks, Hall 
of Fame; Philip Levine Award, 
Ortho Research Foundation; The 
Scientific Achievement Award, 
American Medical Assn.; Space 


Award, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars; The Johnson Medal, John¬ 
son & Johnson; Centennial Medal, 
N. Y. Obstetrical Society, 1963; 
Alumni and Centennial Awards, 
New York Medical College, 1958, 
1960; John M. Russel Award, 
Markel Foundation; Bjrig Har- 
stad, Distinctive Service Award, 
Pacific Lutheran University; So¬ 
ciety of Medallists, 1953; Colum¬ 
bia Presbyterian Medical Center, 
25th Anniversary, 1963. 

Sculpture: Javier Pereira, Old¬ 
est Man in the World, Columbia, 
S. A.; Bronze busts of Carl Hart¬ 
man, Research Director, Ortho 
Research Foundation; General 
Robert Wood Johnson, Johnson 
& Johnson; Dr. Robert Latou 
Dickinson, National Academy 
of Medicine; and Robert Lincoln 
McNeil, McNeil Laboratories, 
Phila., Pa. Bronze Life-size 
Surgeon, Ethicon Bldg., Somer¬ 
ville, N. J.; Marble Christ Child 
and Moonbeam, Brookgreen Gar¬ 
dens, S. C.; Pirates Head and Big 
Jim, Mariners Museum, Newport 
News, Va.; Chirron Aesculapius 
and Three Hebrew Youths, Jew¬ 
ish Theological Seminary, N. Y.; 
Tercentenary Flag Pole Memo¬ 
rial, Battery Park, N. Y. C.; 
Birth Series, Cleveland Health 
Museum. 

Awards: Golden Anniversary 
Prize, Allied Artists of America, 
1963; J. Sanford Saltus Medal, 
American Numismatic Society, 
1959; Mrs. Louis Bennet Award, 
1956; Lindsay Morris Memorial 
Award, 1951; Sir John Edward 
Burnett Prize, Scotland. 


NCS NEWSLETTER 



THE THOMAS JEFFERSON COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Abram Belskie 

24th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


If ever a man symbolized a 
cause, a country and an age, it 
was Thomas Jefferson. For sixty 
years this author, statesman, 
legislator, lawyer, inventor, scien¬ 
tist and musician, tackled the 
ordeals of liberty and social re¬ 
forms; first as a political revo¬ 
lutionist, then as governor of 
Virginia, and finally, as the third 
president of the United States. 

Thomas Jefferson was born 
April 13, 1743, in the Albemarle 
County of Virginia. His father, 
Peter — civil engineer, justice of 
the peace, colonel of the county 
militia, member of the House of 
Burgesses — died when Thomas 
was 14-years old. Jane Randolph 
Jefferson carried out her hus¬ 
band’s wishes for their son’s edu¬ 
cation, and enrolled Thomas at 
the William and Mary College 
in Williamsburg, Virginia. Here 
he acquired interests in mathe¬ 


matics and the natural sciences. 
After graduating, Thomas studied 
law with one of the most brilliant 
lawyers of the Virginia bar, 
George Wythe. Although suc¬ 
cessful himself as a lawyer for 
seven years, he had little taste 
for private practice and soon 
concentrated on political service, 
first as justice of the peace and 
member of the House of Bur¬ 
gesses; later serving as one of 
the Virginia delegates to the 
Continental Congress in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

On New Year’s night ot 1772, 
the Virginia aristocrat brought 
his bride, Martha Skelton Jeffer¬ 
son, to his new mansion, Monti- 
cello, which he had designed and 
partly built with his own hands. 
Ten years afterwards, Martha 
died, leaving Jefferson with two 
daughters. He was never to 
remarry. 
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His first major essay. "A Sum¬ 
mary View of the Rights of 
British America," written in 
1774, was a criticism of the 
policies pursued by the King of 
England. When relations wors¬ 
ened between Great Britain and 
the colonies. Jefferson was as¬ 
signed, by a special committee 
of the Continental Congress, to 
write the "Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence." In this document, 
often referred to as the "Ameri¬ 
can bible of democracy." are the 
immortal words; "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life. Liberty 
and the Pursuit of Happiness." 

While governor of Virginia 
(1780-81 ). the state was overrun 
by British expeditions, and Jeffer¬ 
son himself escaped capture. 
During his years in Congress he 
devised a decimal system of cur¬ 
rency that was approved by 
Congress. In 1785 he succeeded 
Benjamin Franklin as United 
States minister to France. The 
enactment by Virginia of his 
statute of religious freedom, in 
1786, increased his pcestige as 
a spokesman of freedom. 

In 1789 Jefferson was ap¬ 
pointed secretary of state by 
President George Washington. 
On internal and foreign policies 
he bitterly opposed Alexander 
Hamilton, who encouraged ship¬ 
ping and manufacturing, while 
he favored a nation of farmers. 
This controversy led to a two- 
party system; the Federalists 
(Hamilton), and the Democratic- 


Republicans (Jefferson). After 
serving as Vice-President under 
President John Adams. Jefferson 
entered the election of 1800, 
tying votes with Aaron Burr. 
The House of Representatives 
settled the election, and Jefferson 
became President — the first to 
be inaugurated in Washington. 
Burr became Vice-President. The 
President's Louisiana Purchase 
from France, in 1803, gave the 
United States control of New 
Orleans and the vast Mississippi 
River trade. Doubling the size 
of the United States, this pur¬ 
chase ranked as one of Jefferson’s 
greatest achievements. When his 
second term was over he retired 
from public life. His remaining 
years were spent crusading against 
ignorance, which resulted in the 
establishment of the great liberal 
and democratic University of 
Virginia. He designed the build¬ 
ings and supervised their con¬ 
struction to the minutest details; 
also gathered the faculty and 
planned the curriculum. He nur¬ 
tured a firm belief that human 
intelligence could unlock not 
only the treasure house of the 
past, but also the secrets of the 
universe, thus leading mankind 
onward to a richer and better 
life. 

This champion of American 
democracy who wrote. "I have 
sworn upon the altar of God 
eternal hostility against every 
form of tyranny over the mind 
of man," died peacefully at 
Monticello, July 4. 1826. on the 
50th anniversary of the procla¬ 
mation of the Delaration of In¬ 
dependence. 
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NCS MEMBERS BEING PROTECTED 


AGAINST SILVER 

A major dilemma is gradually 
issuers of silver medals. The price 
by government monetary policy 
during the past several years, is 
sure to break through its ceiling 
in the relatively near future. No 
one knows exactly when this will 
happen, but most experts agree 
that it will probably be within 
the next year or two — and then 
the price of silver is likely to 
increase to two or three times its 
present level. 

The U. S. government can hold 
the price down as long as its 
reserves hold out — but, even 
though the coinage use of silver 
has been cut drastically, the na¬ 
tion’s silver reserves are dwin¬ 
dling rapidly. The major problem 
is that the commercial and indus¬ 
trial demand for silver has been 
far outstripping newly mined sup¬ 
plies each year. 

This situation is a mixed bless¬ 
ing to NCS members. On the 
plus side, it means the intrinsic 
value of each NCS coin-medal is 
likely to increase substantially in 
future years. On the minus side, 
it raises the questtion of how 


PRICE INCREASE 

creeping up on NCS and other 
of silver, which has been stabilized 


long NCS will be able to con¬ 
tinue issuing its coin-medals at 
the original price of $6.60. De¬ 
sign, engraving, minting and dis¬ 
tribution costs have also been 
constantly edging upward, but 
through careful management 
NCS has maintained this price 
since its inception. 

Mindful of the potential problem, 
NCS management has not been 
sleeping at the switch. To protect 
NCS members from a price rise 
as long as possible, NCS has been 
following a regular policy of pur¬ 
chasing “silver futures” contracts 
in the commodities market and 
is now stepping up its activities 
in that direction. The result is 
that NCS is absorbing an addi¬ 
tional “hedging” cost, but NCS 
members are now assured of the 
$6.60 price for at least another 
12 months — regardless of how 
high the price of silver goes. Peri¬ 
odic reports on the silver situa¬ 
tion will be included in the NCS 
Newsletter from this point on. 






REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES OCTOBER 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is October 10. 
The Quarterly Prize of $250.00 
will be awarded to the NCS 
member who submits a photo¬ 
graph of the most interesting dis¬ 
play of NCS material exhibited 
at some time during the months 
of July, August or September, 
1966. The winner of this Quar¬ 
terly Contest then becomes eli¬ 
gible to win an Honorary Life¬ 
time Membership by having his 
display chosen the “Best NCS 
Exhibit of 1966.” 


DEADLINE EXTENDED 

Because a large number of 
NCS members were away on 
vacation during the last two 
weeks of August, the final date 
for accepting orders for correct 
Jefferson proofs was extended. 
The final count of the number 
of members who chose each al¬ 
ternative will be listed in next 
months’ Newsletter. 


TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 30th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative of the 
Tomb of the Unknowns (previ¬ 
ously known as the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier) has been se¬ 
lected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 30th NCS com¬ 


memorative. which is scheduled 
to be issued in January. The final 
count of votes cast on last 
month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative of the 
Tomb of the Unknowns... 973 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
the American Fighting Men 

in Vietnam . 655 

A Commemorative of the 

Louisiana Purchase .. 645 

A Commemorative of the 
Great Gold Rush . 461 

As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during April’s mara¬ 
thon nomination campaign, are: 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Daniel Boone 
A Commemorative of the 
Monroe Doctrine 

The current ballot is for the 
31st NCS commemorative, which 
is scheduled to be issued in 
February. This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters by 
October 10 to be counted. 


C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 27 —October, 1966 
Benjamin Franklin 
Sculptor—Karen Worth 
No. 28 — November, 1966 
Lewis & Clark Expedition 
Sculptor—Frank Eliscu 
No. 29 — December, 1966 
Pearl Harbor 
Sculptor—Carl C. Mose 
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MAILBAG 


TO ERR IS A PROBLEM 

I object to another issue of the 
24th coin-medal. The charter 
plan was to strike one medal of 
an issue for each member, and 
that was to be the complete issue 
except for presentation pieces and 
donations. 

Though another striking with 
the spelling corrected does not 
technically produce the same 
medal, it does violate the spirit 
of the charter. The 24th NCS 
issue was simply struck with an 
error, and that is it; it is the 24th 
issue; anything else is not. 

Let’s not set a precedent of 
restriking, etc. Let’s just admit 
the error and check a little more 
closely in the future. 

Ronald L. Payne (1596) 
Rolls, Missouri 

I’m sure sorry for you folks 
about the Happiness error, but 
for an error bug like myself, it 
means happiness. 

Walter A. Matthews (1368) 
DeSota, Kansas 


WHO’S WHAT 

This Society will forever amaze 
me in its diversification of mem¬ 
bership. It would be very nice 
to know how the other members 
are employed and how they 
spend their free time. From the 
letterhead you can tell I am a 
graduate student in the School 
of Chemistry at Georgia Tech. 

Paul D. Jung (4282) 
Atlanta, Ga. 

VIETNAM DEFENDED 

I am writing in answer to Mr. 
Garrick M. Beck’s letter, con¬ 
cerning Vietnam (See Newsletter, 
June ’66). He expressed his 
viewpoints on a very important 
issue facing this country and all 
Americans as well as all free¬ 
dom-loving people of the world. 
At the end of his little speech he 
makes the comment that the 
NCS members should not take 
sides on the problems of the 
day. This is after he gives his 
own viewpoint. He tries to con- 
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vey the idea that the vast major¬ 
ity of Americans, and for that 
matter the freedom-loving people 
of the world, are opposed to the 
fine and gallant stand our fight¬ 
ing men are making in Vietnam. 

This idea is so far from true 
that it is no longer funny. Mr. 
Beck tries to give the impression 
that he is not against our fight¬ 
ing man, but is opposed to war 
in Vietnam. It is safe to say 
that sane men are against all 
wars. Or is Mr. Beck just op¬ 
posed to the fact that this coun¬ 
try and her fine fighting men 
are stopping the spread of com¬ 
munism in Asia? 

It is our duty as Americans to 
stand behind our fighting men 
wherever they may be, and to 
give them our fullest support and 
to let them know that we are 
proud of the fine job they are 
doing . When we come out with 
statements like Mr. Beck’s where 
he says it is a debatable issue as 
to whether the U. S. is right on 
their stand in Vietnam, we are 
giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy at the expense of our 
fighting men. 

No doubt Mr. Beck and a few 
others will say that as an Amer¬ 
ican he has the right of freedom 
of speech. I agree with him and 
any one else on that issue. But, 
what they seem to forget is that 
a high price was paid for that 
right, and our men in Vietnam 
are still paying for it. And if it 
was not for the effort of our men 


in Vietnam, we might well have 
no freedom at all. I for one am 
very proud of what they are 
doing. 

Donald Griffin (0349) 
Bronx. New York 


HELP WANTED 

This is about the 6th ballot in 
a row that a commemorative 
tribute to the American Fighting 
Man in Vietnam has been in¬ 
cluded and each time the vote is 
in decline. Please take a vote 
among the members and let’s cut 
the politics from the ballot. If a 
subject appears on a ballot more 
than three times, let’s drop it. 
I am 100% for these men but 
the odds favor its winning if it 
remains on the ballot for a few 
years. 

F.ugene R. Gitto (4828) 
Riverhead, New York 

• Since a procedure to drop sub¬ 
jects which remain on the ballot 
for a number of months has not 
as yet been established, we shall 
leave it up to the members. 
Your comments will be appreci- 


CUSTER ADMIRED 

The coin-medal of Custer’s 
Last Stand is just a work of art. 

It means something special to 
me because my husband, Major 
McCartney, is buried there. It is 
located just outside of Hardin, 
Montana. 

Mrs. A. W. McCartney (0049) 
Casper, Wyoming 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 

The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs now 
stands at 33: 

Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 902 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

Bill’s Coin & Stamp Mart, P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 

J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge, La. 70805 

Brown’s Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland, N. J 08360 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 

Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 02370 

Cheatham Coin Shop, 134 N. Hutcheson, Houston, Texas 77003 

Coins & Components, Brookwood Piaza, Valdosta, Ga. 31601 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 

Consumer’s Service Coin Exch.. 715 - 9th Ave., N„ Texas City, Texas 77590 

Jay’s Coins, 412 S. Brobst St., Shillington, Pa. 19607 

Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 19074 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St.. Pratt, Kansas 67124 

Fireside Coins, Box 4065, Benson Station, Omaha, Nebr. 68104 

Fort Hays Coin Shop, Lamer Hotel Bldg., Hays, Kansas 67601 

Warren Fourqurean, 2301 Johnson St., Hopewell, Va. 23860 

The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetree Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 

B. M. Jafferson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 11416 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 

Albert Lee. P. O. Box 58, Hardin, Ky. 42048 

Douglas Lightner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 43606 

Provincial Coin Co., 332 E. King St., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

Rankin’s Coins & Stamps. 1310-20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 99704 

G. & E. Rogers, Philyet Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 08520 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 19464 

R. J. Ross, 120 S. Main St., Walton, Ky. 41094 

John Spero 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park, Ill. 60477 

Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St., Manchester N. H. 03101 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233, Camp Hill, Pa. 17011 

Steve's Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St., Lowell, Mass. 01852 

Typkoyn, 9294 Home Terrace, Des Plaines, Ill. 60016 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252 Raymondville, Texas 78580 

Wim’s Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa 4, Canada 


At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $180 to $275. 
and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $600. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $200 to $495. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
acurate market information. 


NCS NEWSLETTER •SEPTEMBER 1966 





Hermann A. Becker 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Charles Lindbergh Flight 
Coin-Medal 

Hermann A. Becker was born 
October 7, 1909, in Essen, Ger¬ 
many. His studies in sculpture 
began at night school, in 1925. 
When he was eighteen-years old 
he went to Rio de Janeiro, South 
America, where he continued to 
take art courses at night. Three 
years later he settled in the 
United States; at first studying 
at National Academy of Design, 
and then at Beaux Arts Institute 
of Design. He married Priscilla 
Dixon while serving in the army 
during World War II. The 
Beckers have two children, and 
reside in Omaha, Nebraska. Mr. 
Becker, who is an Associate mem¬ 
ber of the American Institute of 
Architects and a member of the 
Joslyn Museum’s Liberal Arts 


Society, is presently writing a 
book on ancient art. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals : Nebraska 
Centennial Medal, 1967; Hunting- 
ton Primary Mills 60th Anniver¬ 
sary Medal, 1965; Fordham Uni¬ 
versity 125th Anniversary Medal, 
1966. 

Sculpture: Large Lime Stone 
Figure, “Meditation,” Hillcrest 
and Woodlawn Cemetery, 1960; 
Large Lime Stone Panel, “Pio¬ 
neers,” Mills County Historical 
Museum, Glenwood Lake Park, 
Iowa, 1959; Lime Stone Panel. 
“Guidance,” The Omaha Home 
for Boys, Omaha, Neb., Masonic 
Lodge, 1958; Stone Figure, 
“Learning,” Creighton Prepara¬ 
tory School, Omaha, Neb., 1958; 
Large Brick Sculpture of Christ, 
First Lutheran Church, Fremont, 
Neb., 1956. 

Exhibitions: Omaha Council 
Bluffs Art Exhibit, Joslyn Art 
Museum, 1951; Walker Art Cen¬ 
ter Travelling Exhibit, 1948; 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Minn., 1947; Palm Beach Art 
League. Palm Beach, Fla., 1947; 
Florida Federation of Art, Clear¬ 
water, Fla., 1946. 

Awards: First Prize, Omaha 
Council Bluffs Art Exhibit, Neb., 
1951; First Prize, Palm Beach Art 
League, Fla.. 1947; Honorable 
Mention, Florida Federation of 
Art, Clearwater, Fla., 1946. 
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THE CHARLES LINDBERGH FLIGHT 
COIN MEDAL 

Sculptured by Hermann A. Becker 

26th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Oh night, black sea, and stretch 
of sky, 

That bullies man with intensity, 
You've met your match, for 
Lindberg shall fly; 

His gallant spirit shall 
conquer thee. 

On a cold, damp day in May 
1927, Captain Charles Lindbergh 
climbed into the cockpit of his 
single-motored Ryan Monoplane, 
with intentions of making the 
first non-stop flight from New 
York to Paris. He was one of 
a group of airmen competing for 
the Raymond Orteig $25,000 
prize, which would be given to 
the first aviator who completed 
such a flight. People called Lind¬ 
bergh “Lucky Lindy,” because 
already he had accomplished the 
longest solo, non-stop flight 
known to man — 2,500 miles 
from San Diego, California to 


New York City. Yet this new 
3.600 mile project seemed 
doomed. Tragedy had lurked 
all around it. Commander Byrd, 
conqueror of the North Pole, 
had crashed in a preparatory 
flight. Another flyer had fallen 
to his death while testing his air¬ 
plane. And the fearless French¬ 
men, Nungesser and Coli, had 
hurled themselves out over the 
North Atlantic, never to be heard 
from again. But Lindbergh waved 
confidently, and glided down 
Long Island’s Roosevelt Field 
runway — with letters of intro¬ 
duction to several people in Paris 
in one pocket and a return ticket 
to New York in another. Soon, 
the American aviator was battling 
the elements over the Atlantic 
Ocean, at a maximum speed of 
123 miles per hour, with the wind 
at his back, and the fog, sleet 
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and rain, his only companions. 
The world held its breath. Would 
he make it? For a long while 
there was complete silence. Then 
at last, there came word that he 
had passed the coast of Ireland. 
A hundred million watchers 
breathed a sigh of relief — and 
began getting excited. 

At 10:21 P. M. on May 21. 
1927, after 33% hours in the air, 
Lindbergh landed at Le Bourget 
Airport in Paris. As he stepped 
out of “The Spirit of St. Louis” 
to the tumultuous reception of 
over 50,000 Frenchmen, women 
and children, he suddenly realized 
he had not been alone in that 
endless stretch of sky. Thousands 
of admirers had travelled with 
him — on wings of faith. 

Charles Augustus Lindbergh 
was born February 4, 1902, in 
Detroit, Michigan, the son of 
Charles Augustus and Evangeline 
Lodge Lindbergh. In 1918 he 
graduated high school in Little 
Falls, Minnesota. While at the 
University of Wisconsin, and 
matriculating in mechanical engi¬ 
neering, he decided to enroll in 
a flying school in Lincoln, Ne¬ 
braska. After becoming the 
proud owner of an old World 
War I Curtiss “Jenny,” he flew 
on barnstorming tours through 
southern and midwestern states. 
It was in 1926, when he was 
flying as an airmail pilot on the 
route from St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Chicago, Illinois, that a group of 
St. Louis businessmen became 
interested in backing him for 
the first non-stop flight between 


New York and Paris. For his 
dramatic feat, twenty-five-year 
old Lindbergh was honored 
throughout Europe and America. 

On May 27, 1929, the world- 
famous aviator married Anne 
Spencer Morrow. Of their six 
children, the oldest — Charles 
Augustus, Jr. — was tragically 
kidnapped from his crib and 
murdered, in 1932. It wasn’t 
until April 1936, that the sus¬ 
pected murderer, Richard Haupt¬ 
mann, was found guilty and 
executed. 

In 1933, Colonel Lindbergh 
and his wife made a 30,000 mile 
survey flight, to study the air- 
routes between America and 
Europe. Another of Lindbergh’s 
contributions occurred in 1939, 
when he made a survey of United 
States airplane production for the 
army. For his services to the 
government, he was appointed 
brigadier general in the air force 
reserve by President Eisenhower, 
in 1954. 

Among his medals and decora¬ 
tions are the United States Con¬ 
gressional Medal of Honor, Dis¬ 
tinguished Flying Cross, Distin¬ 
guished Service Cross, Chevalier 
Legion of Honor (French). In 
1954, he received the Pulitzer 
Prize for his book “The Spirit of 
St. Louis,” which described the 
flight to Paris. 

In the typical American tradi¬ 
tion of courageous pioneering, 
Charles Augustus Lindbergh has 
brought honor to his country, 
and to himself. 
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THIRD QUARTERLY EXHIBIT CONTEST 
WON BY JOHN KISH 

An exhibit submitted by John Kish from Ashley. Pa. has been 
judged by the Board of Directors as the “most interesting exhibit 


of NCS material” displayed dur¬ 
ing the third quarter of 1966. 
Mr. Kish has been awarded the 
quarterly $250.00 cash prize and 
now becomes eligible to win the 
annual award of a lifetime honor¬ 
ary membership if his display is 
later chosen the “Best NCS 
Exhibit of 1966.” 

Mr. Kish’s exhibit was dis¬ 
played at the Scranton Coin Show 
where it captured Best of Show 
honors. At the Wilkes-Barre Coin 
Show, his display was once again 
chosen “Best of Show.” 

The fourth quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1966 is now 
underway. Entries must be ex¬ 
hibited sometime between Octo¬ 
ber 1, 1966 and December 30, 
1966. A $250.00 cash prize will 
be awarded for the best NCS 
exhibit displayed during this 
period. From the four quarterly 
winners, the “Best NCS Exhibit 
of 1966” will be selected and 
that member will also be awarded 
a lifetime paid-up membership. 


NOMINATION TIME AGAIN 

A special NOMINATIONS 
form is enclosed with this issue 
of the NCS Newsletter. Each 
member is asked to list on this 
form the subjects which he or 
she believes are worthy of com¬ 
memoration by NCS. All of the 
resulting nominations will be 
tabulated, and the new subjects 
placed on the next six months’ 
ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest num¬ 
ber of NCS members. 

In the event some great Ameri¬ 
can passes away during the en¬ 
suing months, the Board of Di¬ 
rectors may decide to put his 
name on the ballot as an addi¬ 
tional choice. But the main 
choices will come from the re¬ 
sults of this semi-annual nomina¬ 
tion campaign. 

FINAL JEFFERSON COUNT 

The Jefferson error proved to 
be a welcome addition to most 
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MEMBER SPOTS UFO 

On one of my Charles A. 
Lindbergh Flight Coin-Medals I 
discovered a “UFO” flying behind 
the plane on the coin-medal’s re¬ 
verse side. The “UFO” actually 
is a slight raised area and is 
probably similar to the spot 
which was reported on some 
Declaration of Independence 
coin-medals. 

Douglas Lightner (0707) 
Toledo, Ohio 

ON DROPPING SUBJECTS 

I agree with Mr. E. R. Gitto 
(4828) to drop the voting on 
the “American Fighting Man in 
Vietnam.” If after 4 tries it has 
not been voted in. it should be 
dropped for a period of at least 
2 years before it can be voted 
on again. 

John Stadnyk (0852) 
San Diego, Calif. 

I agree with several other 
members that the Tribute to the 
American Fighting Man in Viet¬ 


nam has appeared too many 
times on the ballots. This is a 
noble subject but one that 
should be tested by history be¬ 
fore the Society commemorates 

Keep up the good work in con¬ 
scientiously insuring the mem¬ 
bers’ best interests in a Society 
that is an honor to belong to. 

Robert H. George (3594) 
Dayton, Ohio 

I agree with Mr. Gitto and 
I hereby move, for adoption by 
the membership (if such is in 
order) the following motion. 
"Any topic appearing on the bal¬ 
lot for three consecutive ballots 
and not being selected on the 
third ballot be automatically 
dropped and cannot appear on 
the ballot again until a period 
of 12 months has elapsed.” 

Frederick A. Geib (1512) 
Waterville, Maine 

• Mr. Geib’s suggestion has been 
adopted. 
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE 
JOHN BIGTREE? 

I have never written to you 
before about any of the coin¬ 
medals I have received—but I 
feel it necessary to do so at this 

The Charles Lindbergh Coin- 
Medal in my humble opinion 
bears little facial resemblance 
to this famous man of our time. 
The hairline is different and the 
jaws seem to have heavy jowls 
if that is the proper word—and 
it doesn’t look like him. 

I do want to congratulate this 
fine organization for their inter¬ 
est in its membership and I’m 
proud to bear No. 2929 — just 
one half of the total member¬ 
ship of 5858. 

Constance Cunningham (2929) 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

• Correction Miss Cunningham. 
NCS has a total of 5252 mem¬ 
bers, not 5858. 

STORAGE PLAN SUGGESTED 

On reading in your Newsletter 
about “NCS Members Being Pro¬ 
tected Against Silver Price In¬ 
crease” by buying “silver futures” 
contracts for a 12 month period, 
I believe you should devise a 5 
year silver STORAGE PLAN— 
which would guarantee a mini¬ 
mum of 5 year silver supply at 
the present prices. This could be 
accomplished by appealing to 
members to raise funds for storing 
silver at the present low prices 


either by selling members “ware¬ 
house certificates” which will 
earn them 6% through a “Bond 
Selling Campaign.” or through 
any other suitable method. 

The time to do it is now, be¬ 
fore silver prices begin moving 
upwards. 

I believe the membership will 
like this price protection plan 
which would maintain the $6.60 
price for a minimum of 5 years. 

Hymen Sootin (0946) 
Miami, Fla. 

STATE COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 
PROPOSED 

Just a thought. We shall soon 
have 30 coin-medals and 3 cases 
filled with what has been ap¬ 
proved. How about starting a 
new set of the states of the 
Union as they were admitted? 

It would give us a great boost 
and it would also be educational. 

Ambrose Krupp (3831 ) 
Westbury, L.I., N.Y. 

• Perhaps a State Commemora¬ 
tive Program complementing 
NCS could be started, if enough 
members are interested in one. 
Your comments are welcome. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 28 — November, 1966 
Lewis & Clark Expedition 
Sculptor—Frank Eliscu 
No. 29 -— December, 1966 
Pearl Harbor 
Sculptor—Carl C. Mose 
No. 30 — January, 1967 
Unknown Soldiers 
Sculptor—C. Paul Jennewein 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 

The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs now 



At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $150 to $275, 
and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $600. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $200 to $495. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
acurate market information. 
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KAREN WORTH 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Benjamin Franklin 
Coin-Medal 

Karen Worth was born March 
9, 1924, in Philadelphia, Penn¬ 
sylvania. She was educated in 
Philadelphia, at Tyler Art School, 
Temple University, Academy of 
Fine Arts and later in Paris, 
France, at Academie de la 
Grande Chaumier. During World 
War II she joined the army, and 
received commendations for her 
work in rehabilitation at Drew 
Field Regional Hospital. A Fel¬ 
low of the National Sculpture 
Society, she is also a member of 
the Architectural League, and 
co-chairman of sculptors at the 
Penn and Brush Club. Mrs. 
Worth is becoming recognized, as 
well, in the fields of photography 
and poetry. Her husband, George, 
is a four-time Olympian sabre 


fencer. The Worths have two 
children, and reside in Orange¬ 
burg, New York. 

Her principal achievements in¬ 
clude : 

Coins and Medals: Adlai Stev¬ 
enson, Medallic Art Company, 
1966; A Touch of Immortality, 
Federation of Jewish Agencies, 
1966; Trudeau Foundation. 1965; 
The Children's Hospital of Phila¬ 
delphia, 1965; New York State 
Pavilion—World’s Fair, Gover¬ 
nor Rockefeller, 1964-65; Inter¬ 
national Congress of Zoology, 
National Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, 1963; The Spirit of 
the Space Age, Society of Med¬ 
alists, 1963. 

Sculpture: Bronze Portraits of 
Adlai Stevenson, 1966; Ambas¬ 
sador B. K. Nehru, 1966; John 
F. Kennedy, 1965; Theodore 
Herzl and Dr. Chaim Weitzman. 
Israel. Winston Churchill Bronze, 
Churchill Freedom Foundation. 
1965; Monument to Police Chief, 
Great Neck, L. I„ N. Y„ 1964: 
Bas Relief of Richard Nixon and 
Cabot Lodge, 1959; In the Round. 
Flamenca, 1951, and Dancing 
Child, 1946. 

Awards: Mrs. Louis Bennett 
Prize, National Sculpture Soci¬ 
ety, 1963; Society of Medalists, 
1963; Silver Medal, Pen and 
Brush, 1962; Founders Prize, Pen 
and Brush, 1961; Lindsey Mor¬ 
ris Memorial Prize, Allied Art¬ 
ists (National Academy), 1959; 
Ceramic Sculpture of Western 
Hemisphere, Philadelphia Art Al¬ 
liance, 1941. 
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THE BENJAMIN FRANKLIN COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Karen Worth 

27th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


“I now take up a resolution 
to do for the future all that lies 
in my way for the service of 
my countrymen.” 

Benjamin Franklin was 16 
when he wrote these words. Not 
only did he live up to his noble 
ambition but no man ever did 
more for his country and for the 
world, in so many fields, than 
this American patriot, statesman, 
diplomat, author, editor, scien¬ 
tist, inventor and world respect¬ 
ed citizen. 

A man of great personal charm 
and wit, he combined creative 
genius with astute business acu¬ 
men and a tremendous zest for 
life with an unfailing interest in 
his fellow man. 

Benjamin Franklin was born 
in Boston in 1706, attended 
school briefly, worked in his 
father's tallow shop and later, as 
a printer’s apprentice for his half : 


brother, James. At 17, he set out 
on his own, starting as a journey¬ 
man printer in Philadelphia and 
eventually, establishing a print¬ 
ing house of his own. He bought 
the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1729 
and turned it into the most pop¬ 
ular newspaper in America. From 
1732 to 1757, he published an¬ 
nually Poor Richard’s Almanack , 
the book that made his fortune. 
It was a best seller for 25 years, 
widely read for its wit and 
wisdom. 

In 1730, Franklin married 
Deborah Read whom he had 
loved for many years. He ex¬ 
panded his business and social 
interests and entered into a po¬ 
sition of leadership in the grow¬ 
ing city of Philadelphia. He 
organized the first fire company 
in Philadelphia; founded the 
Library Company, the first cir¬ 
culating library in America; 
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founded the Junto, a debating 
club which developed into the 
American Philosophical Society 
and founded the Academy of 
Philadelphia, the nucleus of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

At 43, he was wealthy enough 
to retire after 21 years of active 
business, to devote his life to 
science, literature and a political 
and diplomatic career. 

Benjamin Franklin's science 
was practical and realistic. He 
invented the Franklin stove, the 
lightning rod and (at nearly 80 
years of age) the bifocal spec¬ 
tacles. He suggested the identity 
of lightning and electricity and 
proved it by his famous kite 
experiment. His new theory of 
electricity involving the two 
kinds, positive and negative, still 
holds good. When his country 
sent him to England in 1757, 
Franklin was an international 
celebrity. A member of the Royal 
Society, he was awarded degrees 
by Oxford University and the 
University of St. Andrews. 

As an earnest and efficient 
public servant, Dr. Franklin 
served his city of Philadelphia as 
postmaster, and his state of Penn¬ 
sylvania as member of the As¬ 
sembly, an office to which he 
was elected annually for 14 
years. As postmaster-general ,of 
the colonies in 1775, he organ¬ 
ized regular mail deliveries and 
put the Colonial Post Office on 
a paying basis. 

It was at the court of France, 
that Benjamin Franklin, showing 


a remarkable vitality at 70, 
faithfully served his country in 
its greatest crisis. His diplo¬ 
matic victories contributed much 
to the success of the Revolution¬ 
ary War. With tact and skill, he 
convinced the French monarch 
of the wisdom of an alliance with 
a rebel colony. The French 
court adored him for his charm 
and wit and it was largely 
through personal influence that 
he coaxed money from the nearly 
bankrupt French government for 
Washington’s starving troops. 

In 1785, Pennsylvania elected 
him first governor (or President, 
as it was called) of the Com¬ 
monwealth and re-elected him 
three times. As a member of 
the Constitutional Convention in 
1787. Dr. Franklin lent his wis¬ 
dom and experience to the ques¬ 
tion of representation in the 
House of Representatives. 

Benjamin Franklin was an 
author of pamphlets, medical and 
political papers, and charming 
little Bagatelles for his friends. 
His Autobiography, written as a 
letter to his son, is a milestone 
in American literature. Written 
between 1771 and 1789, it en¬ 
compasses only about half his 
life, ending with 1757. But his 
logic, charm of expression and 
wit made it the first great book 
written in America. 

At Franklin's death in 1790, 
not only his own country but the 
entire world mourned one of the 
richest personalities of the era. 
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Volume 3 - Number 8 


November, 1966 


COINAGE MAGAZINE FEATURES 
ARTICLE ON NCS 

The November edition of COIN age Magazine features a major, 
illustrated article on The National Commemorative Society. The 


article, entitled THE N.C. S. 
STORY, covers the growth of 
NCS from its beginning to its 
present unparalleled success in 
the field of contemporary coin¬ 
medals. 

Included in the article is a 
picture of the presentation of 
Platinum Proof No. 1 of the 
Churchill Memorial Coin-Medal 
to Lady Churchill; as well as 
photos of the obverse and re¬ 
verse of the first twenty-five NCS 
coin-medals. 

By bringing to light some of 
the obstacles that the NCS pro¬ 
gram has overcome and the 
progress made over the past two 
years, the article presents a real¬ 
istic picture of the society about 
which it has been frequently said. 
"... often imitated, but never 
quite equalled.” 

BRITANNIA EXTENDS INVITATION 
TO NCS MEMBERS 

The Britannia Commemorative 
Society has extended an invita¬ 


tion to each NCS member to 
become a Charter Member of 
that organization. 

Founded basically on the same 
successful principles as the NCS 
program, but with several unique 
features, the Britannia Comemo- 
rative Society will commemorate 
British personages and events on 
a bi-monthly basis. 

The NCS Board of Directors 
unhesitatingly recommends BCS 
membership to any NCS mem¬ 
ber who would like to add more 
fine coin-medals to his personal 
collection. 

CAPITAL LUCITE DISPLAY 
PLAQUES NOW AVAILABLE 

At the request of quite a few 
members, we have arranged for 
Capital Plastics to make two 
special display plaques to hold 
NCS collections. These plaques 
are made of extra-heavy Lucite, 
and pictures of them are en¬ 
closed with this Newsletter. 

NCS Plaque No. 125 is de- 





signed to display the first 25 
NCS commemoratives. showing 
obverse and reverse side by side. 
It requires two sets of the first 
25 commemoratives to fill this 
plaque. It is ideal for wall dis¬ 
play. If you need an additional 
membership to fill this plaque, 
please refer to Page 5 for the 
current list of dealers who have 
NCS memberships for sale. 

NCS Plaque No. 150 is de¬ 
signed to display the first 50 NCS 
commemoratives. It requires 
only one set to fill the display, 
and the reverse of each com¬ 
memorative is seen by turning 
the display around. 

These plaques are now avail¬ 
able direct from NCS at $59.50 
each. A complete new set of 
nameplates is sent with each 
plaque at no extra charge. 


JOHN PAUL JONES 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 32nd COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
John Paul Jones has been selected 
by NCS members to be the sub¬ 
ject of the 32nd NCS commemo¬ 
rative, which is scheduled to be 
issued in March. The final count 
of votes cast on last month's 
ballot was: 



As is the usual practice, the 


two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during April’s mara¬ 
thon nomination campaign, are: 


The current ballot is for 
the 33rd NCS commemorative, 
which is scheduled to be issued 
in April. This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters by 
December 10 to be counted. 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 29 — December, 1966 
Pearl Harbor 
Sculptor—Carl C. Mose 
No. 30 —January, 1967 
Unknown Soldiers 
Sculptor—C. Paul Jennewein 
No. 31 — February. 1967 
American Fighting Men 
Sculptor—Charles Rudy 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please immedi¬ 
ately communicate with NCS: 
Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0382 14th 

0476 14th,15th,17th 

(■Continued on pone 4. column 2) 
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A REAL HELL 

After spending 5 days in Da 
Nang, Vietnam as a Civil Service 
Worker, it is my opinion that the 
American Service Man in Viet¬ 
nam should most definitely be 
commemorated on one of our 
coin-medals. It is a very real 
war and a very real hell. 

R. W. Davis (1992) 
San Diego, Calif. 
• The members chose this sub¬ 
ject for our 31st Commemora- 


SECOND TIME AROUND 

I would like to say that I think 
the time has come for you and 
the other officers of the NCS 
to consider what sculptors would 
be best to have for a second time 
and I think you should start re¬ 
peating the best sculptors soon. 
NCS coin-medals still look very 
good but we don’t seem to have 
any more magnificent medals. 
Also, those NCS coin - medals 
that seem to be the least desir¬ 


able in the NCS series because 
of their design are. in most cases, 
ones that were issued in the last 
year. I think you should still 
bring on new sculptors but try 
repeating some of the best, like 
those that have been selected 
by S.C.F.C. 

Douglas Lightner (0336) 
Toledo, Ohio 

A WORK OF ART 

Just recently I purchased a 
complete set of N.C.S. medals 
and I want to sincerely say they 
are truly a work of art. 

I have always ’believed that 
anything worth doing is worth 
doing to the very best of one’s 
ability. This society has certainly 
accomplished this. * But equally 
important, you are continually 
trying to improve your work. 
This course of action leads only 
to success and success of this 
kind can only add, never detract, 
to all whom it touches. 

James Elliott (0922) 
Grant Park, Ill. 
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KNERR ACKNOWLEDGES AWARD 

I would like to express my 
thanks to all the directors of 
The National Commemorative 
Society for the thrill that comes 
once in a lifetime. 

I will continue to display my 
medals and be proud of being a 
member of the greatest Com¬ 
memorative Society in the world. 

George C. Knerr (3027) 
Williamsport, Pa. 
• Mr. Knerr is the winner of 
the Second Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Award of 1966. 

TOO MANY WORDS 

I am writing to beg a change 
in style in our medals. While 
the execution is smooth, slick 
and technically excellent, the 
general effect is most mediocre. 
There is so much extraneous 
wording, printing and dating, the 
artistic effect is ruined. 

For a good medallic example, 
look at the Canadian Charlotte¬ 
town medal of 1964 — one ele¬ 
gant head of the queen on a 
perfectly plain field — an edge 
of simple dots. It’s beautiful! 
Look at the German talers — 
classical heads, with a border of 
words or dates — nothing else 
on the obverse. The reverse will 
perhaps have a madonna or city 
scene with the wording at a 
minimum ! 

Why not try one medal with¬ 
out all the garbage? Give us one 
simple, beautiful head or figure— 
cutting the words to an absolute 
minimum, and place them incon¬ 


spicuously. Make a more elab¬ 
orate reverse, but still let it be 
pictorial — not words. 

C. Wayne Clampitt (3800) 
Tucson, Ariz. 
LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

(Continued from pane 2. column 2) 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0878 4th, 5th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 

2291 10th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15 th 
4481 12th 

4591 11th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5102 1st, 10th 

5227 13 th 

5252 18th 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
standf at" 30: P 



At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $199 to $310, 
and asking prices were in the range of $250 to $600. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $213 to $424. Dealers 
:d to continually report the prices at which 
are effected, so that this section of the 
be continually based upon 
t information. 
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FRANK ELISCU 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Lewis & Clark 
Expedition Coin-Medal 

Frank Eliscu was born July 13, 
1912, in Brooklyn, New York. 
He studied at the Beaux Arts 
Institute of Design and The Pratt 
Institute. In 1934 he began his 
work with Rudulph Evans, as¬ 
sisting him until 1942; when he 
entered the military service. 

This distinguished sculptor is 
a Fellow of the National Sculp¬ 
ture Society; a member of the 
National Academy of Design; 
one of the Charter Members of 
the Clay Club and served, in 
1960. as Vice President repre¬ 
senting sculpture for the Archi¬ 
tectural League of New York. 

Eliscu has taught sculpture at 
the School of Industrial Art in 
New York City for more than 
15 years and has also written a 


book entitled “Sculpture: Tech¬ 
niques, Wax, Clay and Slate.” 

The sculptor resides in Ossin¬ 
ing. New York with his wife 
Mildred. There he maintains a 
studio and works in all forms of 
sculpture including wax and slate. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude; 

Coins and Medals: The Col¬ 
laborative Medal of Honor, The 
Architectural League of New 
York. 1959; "Sea Treasures,” 
The Society of Medalists, 1964; 
“The Charger." Medal for Gir¬ 
ard Life Insurance Co.. Dallas, 
Texas, 1965. 

Sculpture: The Heisman Foot¬ 
ball Trophy Award; “The Shark 
Diver,” Brookgreen Gardens, 
South Carolina. 1950; “Naiad 
Fountain,” New York, N. Y., 
1953; Cornell Medical College 
War Memorial at Olin Hall. 
New York; Heroic Slate Horses, 
Bankers Trust Company Build¬ 
ing. New York; Heroic Lincoln 
In Slate. Brooklyn Saving Bank, 
1960; "Atoms For Peace," Heroic 
Bronze, Ventura, California; 
“Gods,” Empire Trust Co.. New 
York, 1965. 

Engraving Designs for Steuben 
Glass: "Daniel." 1953; “St. Fran¬ 
cis,” 1963; "Children at Play,” 
1964; “Noah’s Ark.” “Carousel," 
1966. 

Awards: Edith S. Moore prize 
for sculpture, 1950; Bennet prize. 
National Sculpture Society. 1953: 
Silver Medal, Architectural 
League. 1958; Award of Merit. 
West Chester Arts Festival, 1958. 


NCS NEWSLETTER • NOVEMBER 




THE LEWIS & CLARK EXPEDITION 
COIN-MEDAL 


Sculptured by Frank Eliscu 

28th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark will live in history's an¬ 
nals as the leaders of the first 
official party to explore the vast 
new region of the Pacific North- 

The Lewis and Clark expedi¬ 
tion, commissioned by Thomas 
Jefferson in 1804, was to blaze 
a new trail to the Pacific Ocean; 
strengthen the claims of the 
United States to the Oregon 
country; stimulate new extensive 
fur trading in the West; and map 
a water passage to the Pacific 
Ocean. With Congressional ap¬ 
proval and an appropriation of 
$2500, the expedition began to 
form. 

Their historic journey started 
at the frontier town of St. 
Charles. Missouri, in May. 1804. 
The Lewis and Clark expedition 
consisted of twenty-three soldiers! 


three interpreters and a slave. 
They travelled in three vessels, 
a fifty-five foot keelboat and two 
smaller craft up the Missouri 
River 1600 miles to Fort 
Mandan. near the site of present- 
day Bismarck, North Dakota. 
Here at Fort Mandan. they 
passed the first winter in a hastily 
built but sturdy stockade. 

One of the more memorable 
events of that winter at Fort 
Mandan was the arrival of Saca- 
gawea. whose name has become 
almost as familiar to present day 
Americans as that of Pocahontas. 

Sacagawea, though only 16 
years old, was the only woman 
to make the journey. She proved 
invaluable as a guide, and inter¬ 
preter, especially due to her 
knowledge of the native region 
of western Montana. 
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As Spring approached in April. 

1805, the party resumed their 
ascent of the Missouri. In mid- 
September. the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition left the Missouri and 
spent ten arduous days crossing 
the Bitterroot Mountains to the 
Columbia Watershed. They suf¬ 
fered intensely from fatique, cold 
and hunger. In places they toiled 
waist deep in water for hours on 
end. scrambling over sharp-edge 
rocks which cut moccasins to 
shreds. 

There was great rejoicing 
when they reached the beautiful 
valley of the Clearwater River 
and were greeted by the friendly 
Nez Perce Indians. 

Food was again plentiful, but 
quite different from that to which 
they had long been accustomed. 
There was nothing to suggest 
that more trouble was in the 
offing — not until Clark found 
himself "verry unwell all the 
evening from eateing the fish and 
roots too freely.” 

By the middle of November, 
the expedition at last reached the 
Pacific'. 

On the return journey (March 
23 - September 23, 1806) to 
St. Louis, the party divided, and 
after exploring much of what 
is now the State of Montana, 
reunited below the mouth of the 
Yellowstone. Otherwise they fol¬ 
lowed much the same route they 
had taken westward. They 
reached St. Louis in September. 

1806, exactly two years, four 
months and two days later hav¬ 


ing covered some eight thousand 
miles in a land of thirsty sands, 
rampaging rivers, relentless 
mountains, and unpredictable In¬ 
dians. Their discoveries consti¬ 
tuted our most important claim 
to the Oregon Territory. 

Meriwether Lewis was well 
educated and highly knowledge¬ 
able. A man of many moods 
seeking solitude rather than com¬ 
panionship. Capt. Lewis fought 
in the Whisky Rebellion of 1794 
and also served as private secre¬ 
tary to President Jefferson. As 
his reward for his service in the 
expedition. Congress voted Lewis 
1500 acres of land and appointed 
him Governor of Louisiana. 

Lt. Clark was genial and gre¬ 
garious — the friend of prince 
and pauper alike. It was to him 
that the men turned with their 
problems. As a military officer, 
Clark had seen considerable 
action fighting the Indians. For 
his service in the expedition. 
Clark was appointed superin¬ 
tendent of Indian affairs at St. 
Louis; and Governor of the 
Missouri Territory. 

Lewis and Clark were well 
suited for the expedition — they 
both had obvious talent, vast 
common sense and a spirit of 
inquiry that "ran high." The 
expedition was marred only once 
by a death. Thomas Jefferson 
made no mistake in entrusting 
the health, welfare and military 
command of this expedition to 
these two courageous frontiers- 
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© NEWSLETTER 


THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, OVERBROOK STATION SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 19151 

Volume 3 - Number 9 December, 1966 


TROPHIES AWARDED TO 
EXHIBIT CONTEST WINNERS 



A handsome gold plated trophy is now being awarded to each of 
the winners of the Quarterly NCS Exhibit Contest. The trophy con¬ 
sists of an engraved gold plated 


plaque secured to a maple wood 
base which rests between a pair 
of eagles. Mounted to the top 
of the base is a gold plated 
loving cup. 


quarterly cash prize of $250.00 
which is also awarded to each 
Quarterly Exhibit Contest winner. 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Exhibit Contest is January 10. 
To be eligible to win the quar¬ 
terly $250.00 cash prize and the 
beautiful first prize trophy, you 
must submit to NCS a photo¬ 
graph of your NCS display which 
was exhibited during the months 
of October, November or Decem¬ 
ber, 1966. 

The winner of the current 
Quarterly Contest then becomes 
eligible to win a lifetime honor¬ 
ary membership by having his 
display chosen the "Best NCS 
Exhibit of 1966.” 


FIRST PRIZE TROPHY 


One of these beautiful trophies 
is now being awarded to each 
NCS quarterly winner and one 
trophy will be awarded to each 
quarterly winner in the future. 
The trophy is in addition to the 


INVENTORY SUGGESTED 

We would like each NCS 
member to take an inventory of 
his present collection. If any 
items such as nameplates, coin 
holders, etc. are missing or de- 






fective, notify NCS and we shall 
replace the items at no charge. 

Also, if there are any problems 
or questions which you might 
have, please let us know about 
them. It is our wish that each 
and every NCS member be 
100% satisfied with his NCS 
collection. 


DANIEL BOONE SELECTED BY 
NCS MEMBERS FOR 
33rd COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
Daniel Boone has been selected 
by NCS members to be the sub¬ 
ject of the 33rd NCS commemo¬ 
rative, which is scheduled to be 
issued in April. The final count 
of votes cast on last month’s 
ballot was: 


A Commemorative Tribute 

to Daniel Boone . 797 

A Commemorative Tribute 

to Patrick Henry. 718 

A Commemorative of the 

Louisiana Purchase .. 431 

A Commemorative of the 

Boston Tea Party . 535 

As is the usual practice, the 
two subjects that polled the sec¬ 
ond and third largest number of 
votes are being carried over to 
the current ballot. The two new 
subjects added to the ballot this 
month, both of which were nom¬ 
inated by a large number of 
members during last month’s 
marathon nomination campaign, 
are: 


A Commemorative Tribute 
to Samuel Clemens 
A Commemorative of the 
California Gold Rush 


The current ballot is for the 
34th NCS commemorative, which 


is scheduled to be issued in May. 
This ballot must be received at 
NCS headquarters by January 10 
to be counted. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 30 — January, 1967 
Unknown Soldiers 
Sculptor—C. Paul Jennewein 
No. 31 — February, 1967 
American Fighting Men 
Sculptor—Charles Rudy 
No. 32 — March, 1967 
John Paul Jones 
Sculptor—Henry Berge 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please immedi¬ 
ately communicate with NCS: 
Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0106 6th 

0131 1st 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0382 14th 

0476 14th,15th,17tf 

2000 1st thru 28tl 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0878 4th, 5th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

2066 8th 

2146 8th, 9th 
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THE MAILBAG 


NON-MEMBER TAKES THE STAND 

I am writing this letter after 
reading your article in the No¬ 
vember issue of COINAGE and 
I feel that I must let my voice 
be heard. It is no doubt you 
have served your members well 
and at an unbelievably low price. 
You have no doubt produced the 
most beautiful selection of coins 
this collector has ever been priv¬ 
ileged to see! 

It is sad, to me and I imagine 
thousands of other collectors 
new and old, that we are not 
privileged to be one of your 
members. They are 5252 of the 
luckiest people I will ever hear 
about. If within the next few 
years you should ever offer to 
the public membership in any 
organization which offers any¬ 
thing like what you have offered 
these people, please, please, don’t 
forget to let this particular col¬ 
lector know. 

I enjoyed your article very' 
much, sad as I was to be an 


outsider. 

Thank you for displaying your 
coin-medals for us to see. 

Mrs. Richard Sonnenberg 
St. Paul, Minn. 

STATE COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 

I am hoping that you will 
establish a Commemorative So¬ 
ciety specifically for the issue of 
a coin-medal for each of the 
States as they were admitted and 
I believe that they should be 
issued every other month, the 
same as Societe Commemorative 
de Femmes Celebres. 

If there is one established, let 
me be one of the first to have 
a membership. 

George M. Bostock (4211) 
Longview, Tex. 

I am with Ambrose Krupp for 
starting a set of coin-medals of 
the States as they were admitted 
to the Union. This could be a 
separate collection that every 
member should be proud to be 
a part of. 

I notice in the Newsletters 
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from time to time, that some of 
the members are not satisfied 
with the sculptors’ work. I am 
proud of all of my coin-medals. 
I believe that when a person 
cannot do as good or better, 
then he or she should only be 
seen and not heard. 

W. D. Henderson, Sr. (2033) 
Waynesboro, Va. 


LATEST ARE THE GREATEST 

I think that all the subjects 
listed on this ballot are extremely 
worthy of commemoration by the 
Society and would like to vote 
for all of them. We should never 
run out of worthy subjects in our 
very great American history. 

I must disagree with Mr. Light- 
ner when he says the least de¬ 
sirable medals have, in most 
cases, been issued in the last 
year. On the contrary, the past 
year’s medals are, in my opinion, 
some of the best in the entire 
series. Examples of these out¬ 
standing medals are: Paul Revere, 
Gemini, Edison, Dr. Schweitzer, 
the Alamo, Discovery of Amer¬ 
ica, Jefferson, Custer, Franklin, 
Lewis and Clark. This list, as 
you can see, includes all but two 
of the twelve issues of the past 
year. I would agree that some 
of the sculptors should be re¬ 
peated, but not because we have 
exhausted the supply of good 
sculptors, which I am sure we 
have not. 

Robert H. George (3594) 
Dayton, Ohio 


A MAGNANIMOUS ACT 

While my original Thomas 
Edison medal has not turned up 
as yet, I wish to report what 
may be more important. A nu¬ 
mismatic dealer has offered gen¬ 
erously to give to me his 
(#3090) proof. (One Theodore 
Laven of Emporia, Kansas.) 

It is most refreshing to find 
this unusual magnanimity in the 
contemporary business field. 

If appropriate, I shall appreci¬ 
ate it if notice be given to this 
gracious offer in the Newsletter. 
Warner Williams ( Sculptor ) 
Culver, Ind. 

LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

(Continued from pane 2, column 2) 

2291 10th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3221 1st 

3619 1st thru 14th, 

except 11th 
3806 11th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 
4481 12th 

4591 11th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5102 1st, 10th 

5227 13th 

5252 18th 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs now 
stands at 32: 


Adelphia Stamp & Coin Co., 42 N. 9th St., Philadelphia. Pa 19107 

Bill's Coin & Stamp Mart. P. O. Box 675, Belzoni, Miss. 39038 

J. L. Blythe, Box 52913, Baton Rouge. La. 70805 

Brown's Enterprises, Route 4, Box 417, Vineland. N. J 08360 

Catholic Bookshop of New York, 138 VV. 32nd St., N. Y. 10001 

Cape Cod Coin Co., Box 151, Rockland, Mass. 02370 

J. C. Cheatham Sales Co.. 134 N. Hutcheson. Houston. Texas 77003 

Coinco, Box 171, Silver Springs, Md. 20907 

Coins & Components, Brookwood Plaza, Valdosta, Ga. 31601 

Coins Thirtyseven, Box 9064, Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 

Consumer's Service Coin Exch.. 715 -9th Ave., N.. Texas City. Tex. 77590 

Jay’s Coins. 412 S. Brobst St.. Shillington. Pa. 19607 

Darby Coin Exchange, 516 Tasker Ave., Norwood, Pa. 19074 

Epp Coin Supplies & Stamp Co., 112 S. Main St.. Pratt. Kansas 67124 

Fort Hays Coin Shop. 112 W. 9th. Box 632. Hays, Kansas 67601 

Warren Fourqurean, 2301 Johnson St., Hopewell, Va. 23860 

The Gallaghers, 568 Pinetrcc Rd., Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 

B. M. Jafferson, 93-18 101st Ave., Ozone Park, N. Y. 11416 

Theodore R. Laven, Box 224, Emporia, Kansas 66801 

Douglas Lighiner, 2510 Aldringham Rd., Toledo, Ohio 43606 

Provincial Coin Co., 332 E. King St., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

Rankin’s Coins & Stamps. 1310-20th Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 99704 

G. & E. Rogers, Philyet Drive, Hightstown, N. J. 08520 

Leonard M. Rosenberry, 526 N. Franklin St., Pottstown, Pa. 19464 

Franklin M. Silverman, 107 W. 86th St., New York, N. Y. 10024 

John Spero 17116 S. Odell Ave., Tinley Park, Ill. 60477 

Stamp & Coin Shop, 75 Manchester St., Manchester N. H. 03101 

State Line Stamp Co., Box 233. Camp Hill, Pa. 17011 

Steve’s Coin & Stamp Shop, 210 French St., Lowell, Mass. 01852 

Typkoyn, 9294 Home Terrace, Des Plaines, HI. 60016 

Wilco Coin Shop, Box 252 Raymondville, Texas 78580 

Wim’s Coin & Stamp Studio, 242 Bank St., Ottawa 4, Canada 


At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $200 to $350, 
and asking prices were in the range of $275 to $600. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $175 to $450. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
accurate market information. 
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CARL C. MOSE 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Pearl Harbor 
Coin-Medal 

Carl C. Mose was born Febru¬ 
ary 17, 1903, in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. He studied at the 
Chicago Art Institute and Beaux 
Arts Institute of Design; con¬ 
tinued his education in Denmark 
and France. He served an ap¬ 
prenticeship with Lorado Taft, 
at the Midway Studio in Chicago. 

This noted sculptor is a former 
Vice President of the St. Louis 
Artist Guild, a Fellow of the 
National Sculpture Society and 
through his interest in young 
artists is an active member of the 
National Society of Arts and 
Letters. 

He has taught at the Corcoran 
School of Art; Minneapolis Art 


Institute; Carleton College and, 
the School of Fine Arts, Wash¬ 
ington University in St. Louis. 
He also did a series on sculptur¬ 
ing for The Ford Foundation 
Educational TV Center. 

Mose resides in Holling Hills, 
a country area near Mt. Vernon, 
in Virginia, with his wife Ruth. 
There he maintains his studio 
with a garden for outdoor sculp¬ 
ture. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude; 

Coins and Medals: Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Medal, American 
Medical Association, 1963; St. 
Louis Engineer’s Club Medal, 
1948; Government medals — 
Institute of Heraldry, U. S. Army, 
1962, 1963, 1964 and 1965. 

Sculpture: “American Youth,” 
National 4-H Club Center, Be- 
thesda, Maryland. 1959; “Our 
Lady of the Highway,” St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, St. 
Louis, 1960; “American Farm 
Girl.” 1962; “Our Lady of the 
Visitation,” Visitation Academy, 
St. Louis, 1963; “Eagle and 
Fledglings,” U. S. Air Force 
Academy, 1958; “General John J. 
Pershing.” Missouri State Capital 
Grounds, 1957; “St. Francis of 
Assisi,” Forest Park. St. Louis, 
1962; “Stan Musial,” Bush Me¬ 
morial Stadium, in process. 

Awards: St. Louis Artists Guild, 
1949, 1952; Society of Washing¬ 
ton Artists, 1935. 
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THE PEARL HARBOR COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Carl C. Mose 

29th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


“Yesterday, December 7. 1941 
— a date which will live in 
infamy — the United States of 
America was suddenly and delib¬ 
erately attacked ...” Thus, in 
an historic speech to Congress, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
spoke of the Japanese air - sea 
strike on Pearl Harbor, which 
ended years of uncertain peace 
and plunged America into World 
War II. 

On December 2, the Imperial 
Japanese Council decided on war, 
and now. Admiral Yamamoto 
radioed the task force to “Climb 
Mount Niitake,” code for “pro¬ 
ceed with the attack.” 

On December 5, the Pearl 
Harbor striking force of the 
Imperial Japanese Navy had been 
at sea without being detected 
for 10 days. For Admiral Na- 
gumo, the commander of this 
operation, it was a significant 


day. His orders read that if he 
were sighted by the enemy at 
any time on or before the 5th. 
he was to return Japan. If 
sighted on the 6th, he was then 
to use his own judgment. 

Only on the 7th would the 
striking force be committed to 
the mission whether sighted or 
not. 

It was 6:00 A. M„ Sunday, 
December 7, 1941. and some 
230 miles northeast of Oahu 
Island, Hawaii, that the Japanese 
launched the first wave of their 
attack. 

Unopposed, the planes raced 
in. They came from north, south, 
east and west to find the large 
and the small, the mighty and 
the meek, which added up to 102 
vessels of the American Fleet. 

On the far side of the island, 
a full line of masts and funnels 
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spouted up from “Battleship 
Row." The Nevada, Arizona, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, Mary¬ 
land. Oklahoma and California 
were all there. In less than two 
hours of attack, these massive 
“battlewagons” were wrecked. 
More than 300 U. S. planes de¬ 
stroyed, 2400 men killed and 
thousands wounded. The cost to 
the foe: just 29 planes, one sub¬ 
marine and five midget subs. 

On what started out to be a 
quiet Sunday morning at Pearl 
Harbor, the ships were getting 
ready for morning colors. The 
ceremony followed the usual pat¬ 
tern that morning. At 7:55 the 
signal tower on top of the Navy 
Yard water tank hoisted the blue 
"prep" flag, and every ship in the 
harbor followed suit. On each 
ship a sailor .took his place at the 
bow. another at the stern. 
Promptly at 8:00 A. M. the 
“prep" flag came down and the 
American flag went up. While 
everybody waited for the cere¬ 
mony to begin, some noticed 
specks in the sky to the south¬ 
west. Planes were approaching, 
and from more than one direc¬ 
tion. In they hurtled, bombs 
fell, torpedoes hissed toward bat¬ 
tleship row and flames leaped up 
where just seconds before all 
had been quiet. 

The alert was sounded “All 
Hands, Air Raid! This is no 
Drill!” Men rushed to their 
stations. In less than 10*minutes 
after the attack began, the un¬ 
prepared ships in the harbor were 
already fighting back. In another 


half hour the backbone of our 
fleet was either gone or immobi¬ 
lized. The Arizona and Oklahoma 
were sunk; the West Virginia, 
California and Nevada gutted — 
but later salvaged; the Maryland 
and Pennsylvania badly damaged. 

While the ships were under 
attack, our airfields and barracks 
were also being attacked by 
enemy planes. The men on the 
ground, like the men on the 
ships, were caught off guard. 
Confusion was rampant. Perhaps 
the deadliest blow in the history 
of this country occurred in just 
110 minutes of sneak attack. 

The attack on Pearl Harbor 
25 years ago has wrought many 
changes in the thinking and atti¬ 
tude of the American people. 
The thought that possessed so 
many Americans that the oceans 
formed impregnable barriers to 
aggression from Europe or Asia 
was lost forever. And, the bombs 
that morning of December 7, 
1941, began the demise of Amer¬ 
ican isolationism, which since the 
founding of the republic had 
been a strong strain in its 
ideology. 

December 7, 1941 began as a 
Day of Infamy and ended as a 
Day of Dedication — dedication 
to win the war that was thrust 
upon us and establish a lasting 
peace in the world. 

Today, 25 years later, we have 
still to achieve a lasting peace. 
But the dedication lives on and 
shall not perish as long as the 
horror of Pearl Harbor can be 
recalled. 
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